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operate the plant at a reduced capacity or to place all or part
o f th e p l a n t i n a sa f e sh u t d own cond i t i o n a t a n y t i m e a s NMC, i n
its sole discretion, deems necessary to protect the health,
safety and security o f the publ ic, in cluding th e per sonal
e ngagement i n t h e o p e r a t i o n an d m a in t e n a n c e o f t he p l a n t , a nd t o
p rot ec t t h e p r op e r t y a t t h e p l a n t , o r t o c omp l y wi t h t h e
opera t i n g l i c e n s e or o t h e r r equ i r eme n ts o f t he NRC , t h e A t o mi c
Energy Act, or other applicable laws or regulations. They take
ovc r t h e s o l e r e sp o n s i b i l i t y . Th ey c a l l a l l t h e s ho t s . Th e
board of d i r e c t o r s i s , fo r a l l i n t e n t s a n d p u r p o se s , o u t o f t h e
loop. The operation, the day -to-day o p eration, the saf ety
issues, all of the responsibilities are shifted to the entity
t hat o w n s t h e l i c en s e , a nd t he l i c en se wi l l b e o wn ed b y NMC .
And e v en i n t h e c o n t r a c t , a l t h o u gh I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t t h i s o n e
hasn' t b e e n s i g n e d y e t , bu t t h a t ' s sp e l l e d o u t i n t h e co n t r a c t ,
and for good reason. If they' re going to operate it,...

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m in ut e.

S ENATOR PREI S T E R : . . . t h e n t h ey wa n t f u l l r e sp o n s i b i l i t y . Bu t
we' re i nd e mn i f y i ng t h em. We ' r e i n d emn i f y i n g t h em a s t he y
operate it. We no longer have a board of directors or others in
cont r o l . Someo n e o u t s i d e o f t he s t a t e i s i n co n t r o l , a nd we ' r e
saying if you' re negligent then we' re not going to hold y ou
fully accountable. And I q uestion whether that's good public
p ol i c y . I t h i nk t ha t i f i t ' s g o i n g t o b e pu b l i c p o l i cy . i t
should , at a ver y mi n i m um, r equ i r e a t wo - t h i r d s v o t e o f t he
board and not a simple majority. T his is a major po licy
decision. I think it does have an impact on going down the road
away from public power, and I think it's a major public policy
decision in terms of how a n in -house and in-state nuclear
fac i l i t y i s op e r a t ed . Th a nk y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank y ou , Sen ator Pr eister.
Q uandahl .

SENATOR QUANDAHL: I wo u l d y i e l d my t i me t o Se n a t o r Pr e i s t e r , i f
h e des i r e s i t .

Senator

SENATOR CUDABACK:
m inut e s .

Senato r Pr e i s t e r , y ou h av e a l mo s t f i v e
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