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SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Tyson. Senator Preister,
and this will be your third time, Senator.

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. I hav e several
t h i ng s t h a t I wa n t t o r e sp o n d t o . On e , I t h i n k wha t Se na t o r
Vrtiska said w as la r gely true, that the plant is still owned,
the p l a n t i s o wn e d b y Ne b r a s k a P u b l i c Powe r Di s t r i ct . Bu t wha t
Senator Vrtiska d i dn't say is the license is transferred. T h e
operat i n g l i ce n se fo r t h e pl an t i s no l onge r ow ned by Neb ra s k a
Publi c Powe r . Th a t l i c en se i s t r an s f e r r ed t o NM C . Th e y , t he n ,
o wn t ha t l i ce n se . Senator Schrock, is that corre ct ?
Mr. President, could I ask Senator Schrock. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sen a t o r Sc h r o c k .

SENATOR PREISTER: . . .a q u e s t i on ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Would you yield, Senator Schrock?

SENATOR SCHROCK: That is correct, Senator Preister.

SENATOR PREISTER: Let the record show that Senator Schrock did
agree . The ope r a t i ng l i c en se i s t r a n s f e r r ed t o NMC . I t ' s n o
l onge r own e d , i t ' s n o l o ng e r u nd e r t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e
duly - e l e ct e d b o a r d o f d i r ec t o r s o f a p u b l i c p o we r d i s t r i c t .
That ' s a ma j o r p o l i cy s h i f t . Tha t ' s a maj o r p o l i cy d e c i s i on .
I f t h at o pe r a t i n g l i ce n se a nd t he co n t r o l ov e r t h e o p e r a t i on o f
that facility is in the hands of someone else, and the board can
no l o ng er c on t r o l t h a t , I t h i n k t h ey sh ou l d l o o k a t t h a t v e r y
seriously. I'm not saying that they haven't already because I
think they have likely looked at and agonized, or at least some
of t h em, hope f u l l y a l l o f t he m , o v e r any o f t hese dec i s i on s .
B ut I ' m s i mp l y say i ng a t wo - t hi r ds maj o r i t y vot e sh o u l d b e
required for such a major policy decision. That operating
l i c e ns e i s no t e a s i l y g a t h e r ed . T ha t o p e r a t i ng l i c e n se i s
transferred. Ye s, as Senator Vrtiska said, t he ut il ity stil l
owns the p l a n t , b ut t hey gi v e u p t he r es p o ns i b i l i t y of oper a t i ng
i t . Th e y g i v e u p t he r e spo n s i b i l i t y a nd t h e own e r s h i p o f t h e
a ctua l l i c en s e . Th e Nu c l ea r Re g u l a t o r y Com m i s si o n t h en wo r k s
with NMC. The emp lo yees of NMC are then in charge, and it' s
those f o l k s a n d t ha t c om p an y wh o w e ' re i n de m n i f y i ng . And we ' r e
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