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SENATOR PREISTER: A budg et issue is far less severe, has far
fewer consequences, far less ramifications than what this would
h ave. I t hi nk I ' m go i ng t o ha v e t o p r e s s my l i g h t be c a use I
want to make a comment about Senator Stuhr's comment. I hav e
some information t hat m a y be a little different than what she
has. But my point is, I hope people are listening because t h is
is a ser ious policy de cision. We ' re transferring a nuclear
r eac to r o pe r a t i n g l i c e n se t o a p r i v a t e co m p a ny , n ot a no n p r o f i t .
This is a LLC. This is a company outside o f our jurisdiction
t hat wi l l own t he o p e r a t i n g l i cen s e o f a pub l i c po wer u t i l i t y ' s
n uclea r r e a ct o r . Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Pr eister.
Vrt i sk a .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Than k you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body.
I guess I just wanted to clarify, for the legislat' re .nembers,
this facility is public power, and it's owned by the public, and
wil l c on t i n u e t o b e own e d b y t h e p ub l i c . No q u e s t i o n ab ou t
t hat . I , y o u kn ow , I r e l a t e t h a t i n r e g a r d t o my s e l f . I own
l and an d I h a v e s om e body e l se f a r m i t , bu t t he y d o n ' t own i t . I
still have control of it. I still own it. Even though somebody
else may manage it, they may raise crops on it, and they manage
it, they are in charge of it, but I still own it. I still ha ve
control of it . Same issue here, the public owns the nuclear
p lan t , wi l l c o n t i nu e t o own i t . Someb o d y e l se wi l l ma na g e i t ,
h opefu l l y , a n d g en e r a l l y t h e p u r p o s e o f d o i ng a b e t t e r j ob t h a n
has been done. I will acknowledge to Senator Preister and those
w ho have spoken that certainly a number o f options have bee n
l ooke d a t . A g r e a t d e a l o f t i me wa s sp e n t wi t h t h e t wo p o w e r
companies trying to come to some k ind of ag reem e nt
Unfortunately, it never happened, and it appears it would never
h appen, a n d t h a t ' s wh y , i n o r de r t o ma k e t h e p l an t co n t i n ue t o
operate...and you have to remember this plant serves 91 counties
in the state. In order to keep this plant operating, something
h ad t o be d o n e . Th e man a g ement , i t wa s t o t he p o i n t wh e r e i t
was one o f t h e wo r s t . . .had t h e l owe s t r a t i n g o f a n y o t h e r p u b l i c
power institute, o r nuclear po wer institution in the United
States. Some thing had to be done, an d th i s board has been
s t r i v i ng d i l i g e n t l y , c omi n g u p wi t h so me k i nd o f r e sp o n s e i n
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