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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. You ' ve h eard
the opening o n AM11 51, o f fered b y Senator Pr eister to the
Natura l Reso u r c e s Co m mit t e e b i l l , L B 16 5 . Op e n f o r d i sc u s s i o n
o n that . Sena t o r S c h r o c k .

SENATOR SCHROCK: Nr . President, members of the Legislature,
Senator Preister, y ou always have good i deas, but we may
d isagree on what i s a go o d i d e a an d what i sn ' t a go o d i de a . I
a m goin g t o op p o s e t h i s am e n dment f o r t he f o l l owi ng r e a s on s .
The first part of the amendment has some language in there about
Nebraska should be rema ining a public power state. Certainly
cannot d i s ag r e e wi t h t ha t , a l t h ou g h I wo u l d t e l l y o u t h a t i n t h e
y ear 2000 we did pass LB 901, which s p ecifically s tated th at
Nebraska should not deregulate as long as it was in the best
i n t e r e s t o f t h e c i t i ze n s o f t h e s t a t e t h a t we r ema i n a p ub l i c
power state . A nd I t h ink you know that our rates in Nebraska
a re competitive, if not lower than the states around us, and s o
LB 901 I believe covers that. I have no question...I don't want
t o q u e s t i o n your i nt ent i o ns t her e b e c ause t h ey ' r e g o od . The
part a b ou t t h e ext r ao r d i n a ry c i r cu m stances, a nd y ou t a l ke d a b o u t
t his p r i va t e c o mpany t ha t i s m a nag ing e i g h t ot h e r p l an t s a n d y o u
t alked about t hr e e o f t ho s e p l a n t s b e i n g d owngraded, d u r i n g t ha t
time Cooper Nuclear Plant was downgraded twice. And I thi nk
t ha t ' s a de c i s i o n t h a t sho u l d b e ma d e b y t h e NP P D B o ar d o f
Directors and I don't think we s hould call it extraordinary
circumstances because I don't think those other plants are being
managed by this management company because of extraordinary
circumstances. I think they felt that it was a good management
d ecis i on . And , t he r ef or e , I wou l d o p p ose t h e p a r t t ha t w o u l d
require a two-thirds majority vote of the board involved to have
thi s management company manage t h e i r p l an t . I unde r st a n d your
inten t i o ns ar e hono r ab l e . I t ' s good t o hav e a di scu s s i o n . I
can t e l l y o u t h a t t he NP P D ha s l oo ke d a t y o u r ame n d m en t a n d
would rather not see it adopted. I don 't know that it would
c ause a lot of problem. I don't know that it would cause a l o t
of problem, but I th ink only in the case of salary increases
does it require a two-thirds majority vote b y the memb ers o f
that board at the present time. This could be a very important
decision for them I don 't kn o w how controversy (sic) it' s
goin g t o b e , bu t I t h i n k t he ma j o r i t y sh ou l d r u l e . An d wi t h
t hat , I wou l d o p po s e y o u r am e ndment . I h op e t h a t d o e sn ' t b o t h e r
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