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issue s an d c o n ce r n s , or (c ) h e a l t h a n d s a f e t y . I t g oe s o n i n
t he t h i r d a n d n ex t se c t i o n t o st a t e t h a t t he n ot i ce f o r t h e
hearing shall be in a ddition t o the reg u lar no tice us ually
provided for b oard meetings, shall be published in a newspaper
having general circulation in th e sta te. T he noti c e sha ll
include a brief description of the extraordinary circumstances
and the s i t e s w h er e d o cuments r eco r d i n g t hi s hear i ng may be
reviewed by the public. At least one of these sites shall be on
t he w eb s i t e o f t h e p owe r d i s t r i c t p r ov i d i n g t h i s n o t i ce .
That's the essential and key component of the amendment, which
you sh o u l d h a v e o n yo u r de sk . I b e l i ev e t ha t t h i s sh ou l d b e a
standard that should not be a problem, since it is public power.
My in t e n t i s t o on c e a g a i n r e a f f i r m t ha t we a r e no t g o i n g d own
the road of priv atization or starting that process of
p r i v a t i z i n g o u r pu b l i c p owe r . Ot he r t h a n p e r ha p s o n e m e mber o f
this body, I ' ve not ev e r heard anyone say that privatizing
public power is a good thing. I ' ve not heard it th ro ugh the
LR 455 Task Force from any of the utilities or anyone other than
one utility r epresentative that w a s not public power in that
task force process. I t hink that everyone here is supportive of
k eeping p u b l i c p ow e r a nd t h e i n t e n t l a n gu a ge r ea f f i r ms t h a t ,
making i t c l e a r t h a t i f we ' r e g o i ng t o a l l ow t h i s
i ndemni f i ca t i o n t h a t i t do e s n o t me a n t h a t we ' r e g i v i n g up o n
t he p ub l i c i n p u b l i c p owe r . Th e a dd i t i o n a l c omp o n en t i n
r equiring that it's extraordinary circumstances could be met b y
the utilities u nder t he cir cumstances p resently there, so I
don't think that's an excessive burden. And since the utilities
h ave t o l d u s t h a t t h ey h ad a u n a n i m ou s v o t e b y a l l o f t h e i r
board members, the two-thirds board voting requirement that's in
the amendment a lso should pose no problem and should not be a
standard that's difficult or too high. W ith a unanimous vo t e,
t hi s s hou l d j u s t s l i d e r i g h t on t h r ou g h a nd n ot b e a p r o b l e m.
The o t h e r t h i ng t ha t i t do e s a s k f o r i s t h a t t he p u b l i c b e
i n f o r me d a n d t h a t n o t i ce t o t h e p u b l i c b e p r o v i de d b y t h e
u tility. Again, public power districts have not ification f o r
t hei r bo a r d me e t i n g s . The y d o i n f o r m t he pu b l i c o f t he i r
actions. The y have duly-elected board me mbers from various
a reas w i t h i n t he po w e r d i s t r i c t , a n d s o t o i n f o r m t h o s e e l e c t o r s
of the activities of their board and of their utility I think is
i n k e e p i n g wi t h t he op e n n e s s o f ou r op e n sy s t e m o f g o v e r n men t i n
Nebraska , b u t p a r t i cu l a r l y a s i t ap p l i e s t o p u b l i c p owe r
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