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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 1 6 5Apri l 3 , 2 0 0 3

CLERK: Senator Prei ster w o uld mov e to amend , AM 1 151.
(Legislative Journal pages 1147-1148.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Preister, to open on AM1151. Senator
Prei s t e r .

SENATOR PREISTER: Tha nk you, Mr. President. Membe rs of the
body , I t ha n k Se n a t o r Be u t l e r f o r t he ame n dment t ha t he wo r k ed
o n and that we just passed. The one that you have b e fore yo u ,
unfo r t u n a t e l y , i s no t p r i n t e d i n t h e Jo u r n a l an d i t i s n o t
on. . .well, it may be on the laptops now. I'm not certain. But
y ou s ho u l d h a v e a co p y o f i t i n f r on t o f y ou an d i t i s AM1 15 1
that should be on your desks or is coming a r ound now shor tly,
and I apologize for the short notice. Essentially, what it does
i n t h e i n t e n t l a n g ua g e i s t o a f f i r m t h a t p ub l i c p ow e r p r ov i d e s
specia l an d u n i q ue b e n ef i t s t o Ne b r a sk a , an d t h o s e i n c l u de l ow
utility rates, p u blic in put, an d acc ountability through the
e lected board, although that board isn't necessarily stated in
t ha t a cco u n t a b i l i t y . An d i t a f f i r ms t h a t Neb r a s k a h as h ad a
l ongs t a n d i n g a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d r e ga r d f o r pu b l i c p owe r , i n c l u d i ng
the LR 455 Task Force, that I was a member o f and a number of
other senators f rom t he Nat ural Resources district (sic), as
well as citizens and utility representatives from ac ross th e
s ta te , a nd t h e f i n d i n g s o f t h a t t a sk f o r e we r e t h a t we sho u l d
remain a public power st ate and t his affirms that in t he intent
l anguage , t he f i r st p o r t i on o f t h e a men d ment . I n t he l a s t
portion of the intent language, it goes on t o stat e th a t any
d eci s i o n t o co n t r a c t f o r t h e o p e r a t i o n o f a p ub l i c p owe r
d istrict facility by a private entity should be made onl y in
extraordinary c ircumstances. In the nex t section of it, it
states if a public power district decides t o con tract with a
p r i v a t e u t i l i t y f o r t h e op e r a t i o n o f a nu c l e a r p o w e r p l a n t , su c h
decision shall be made after public notice and hearing and shall
require (a) a t w o-thirds majority vote of the utility board of
directors and (b) findings o f fact th at there are , indeed,
extraordinary circu mstances. And r a t he r t h a n l e av e
' ex t r a o r d i n a r y c i r cu m s t a n c e s ' u nd e f i n e d , I d i d p u t i n s ome
definition of what that would be and it would not be limited to
but would be: (a) no public power entity is willing and able to
assume operation of th e fac ility, (b ) regulatory c ompliance
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