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worse f o r t h e s t a t e t ha n an y t h i n g e l s e . I t h i n k t h a t i f we
f orward an i n i t i a t i ve t h a t a l l o w s a l i mi t e d n u mber o f cas i n o s , I
think that the control is there. It makes more sense. I truly
bel i eve t h a t g a ming i s co m ing t o N e b r a ska , e x p anded gaming , and
I b e l i e ve t h a t we s h ou l d d o . . .we shou l d p ut o u t t he b i l l t h a t
b est a l l ows u s i o c on t r o l t h a t . Th i s i sn ' t p e r f e c t . So me
people wanted th e am e ndment t hat Sen ator Pe derson put out
yest e r d a y , an d I d o n ' t t h i nk t ha t wa s a t e r r i b l e i d e a . I d i d
vote for that . Some peop le wa n t to reduce the number of
casinos, and I think that there's some room to do t h at. Some
peopl e wa n t t o ma k e su r e t h a t t h e ca s i n o s a r e e q ua l l y d i sp e r se d
t hroughou t t he s t a t e a n d I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t t h e r e ' s a ny p r o b l e m
with that ei ther But wh a t I suggest to you is that, even if
t his bill isn't perfect in its cu rrent f o rm, tha t you stil l
maintain the cou rse, m a intain y our support, a dvance i t to
Genera l Fi l e . . . o r , ex c u se me ( l au g h ) , ad v a n ce i t t o Fi na l
Reading, and let's discuss it. I mean this is...maybe it s not
perfect. Maybe there's certain things you don't l ike, b ut in
t he who l e . . .o n t h e wh o l e , t h e a l t e r n a t i v e i s mu c h , m u c h w o rs e .
The initiative that's going to come, that is be i n g dis cussed
right now as we' re debating this issue, is going to be far worse
f or t h i s s t a t e t ha n an y t h i ng t h a t we c ou l d p u t ou t . Ag a i n , t h i s
might n o t b e p e r f e c t . I t mi g h t no t b e yo u r i d e a l . Yo u mi gh t
want to see it equally dispersed throughout th e sta te, fe wer
casinos, and I th ink the re's r oom to work those issues out
b etween no w an d Fi n a l Re ad i n g . Bu t i f we d o n ' t do s ome t h i ng
n ow, i f we d o n ' t ad v a n c e t h i s b i l l n ow , we l o se t h e me c h a n i s m t o
s omenow con t r o l t h i s an d m a k e i t b e s t f o r t h e st a t e o f Neb r a sk a .
I urge e v eryone wh o sup ported t his on the fir st round to
maintain the course. If it 's not perfect, I th in k th a t the
supporters of the b ill are more than willing to work with
anybody. Senator Janssen is nodding in agreement. I just urge
you to maintain the course. There's plenty of time to work this
out, but now is not the time to lose the mechanism to provide a
better alternative for Nebraska. I urge your support to advance
t o F i n a l Rea d i n g . Th a nk y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: I ' d c a l l t h e q u e s t i o n .
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