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FLOOR DEBATE
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SPEAKER BRONN PRESIDING

SPEAKER BRONN: Th ank you, Senator Redfield. S enator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK: You d id it ...oh, e x cuse me. Thank you,
Nr. President, and members of the body, you did it to me a g a in,
Senator Redfield. You made me punc h on my light. Do you
remember the handout I sent out to you about the gambling issues
that were on the ballot in Iowa? And that wasn 't la wmakers
deciding whether they wanted to keep gambling, that was the
people , a n d i t w as o v e r whelming . And j us t t o r e i t er a t e fo r you ,
there wasn't a one that didn't pass by a fairly substantial
margin. But righ t acr oss the river in Pottawattamie County,
2 0,074 people voted yes; 5,190 people voted no. And i t's tha t
way all across Io wa. They have 13 casinos or riverboats in
Iowa, and they were very strong margins over there. I do know
what you' re saying because I do know in South Dakota where they,
I think foolishly, put those proceeds into their regular general
funded bud g e t . And p eo p l e d i d n o t l i k e t h e . . .wh a t , and I c an ' t
even e x p l a i n wh a t t h e y a r e , bu t t h e y ' r e VL D s or so me t h i ng l i k e
that, VLTs. T hey are a very fast-moving kind of gaming machine
which are ap p a ren t l y ver y ad d i ct i ve , an d t he peop l e of Sout h
Dakota d i dn ' t t h i nk t h e y wa n t e d t h em a n y l o ng e r . Bu t t he t r u t h
of the matter was, they were going to have to probably come up
wit h an i n c ome t ax , wh i c h t h ey d o n ' t p r e s e n t l y h a v e a t t h e
p resent , i f t h ey wan t ed t o g e t r i d o f i t . An d s o g u e s s h o w i t
t urned o u t ? T he y d i dn ' t ac t u a l l y g e t r i d o f i t . I . .but i t wa s
a close, a fa irly close margin at that, even though they were
going to have to enact an income tax which th ey' ve never had .
So I t h i nk y o u h av e t o b e c a r e f u l a b ou t wh at y o u d o wi t h t h e
proceeds and you have to make sure they don't get written into
your gen e r a l o p e r a ti n g b u dget , so t h a t y ou c a n n e ve r g e t o u t o f
it no matter what. But by and large, every poll I' ve seen in
Nebrask a ha s sh own t h a t t h i s i s wh a t th e p e op l e wa n t t o d o .
They want t h e r i g h t t o vo t e on i t . And i f we don ' t put
something that's s e nsible an d well-rounded on the ballot, we
wil l ge t s om e th i n g t h a t i s i n se n s i b l e a n d n o t we l l - r ou n d e d . An d
I think it is our responsibility, it's already been said several
here...several times here today that we need to do tha t . In
connection with Senator Janssen's amendment, I think that you
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