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spec i f i c a l l y a t t h e l a st s en t e n ce o f t h e ame n d men t t h a t i s
before us. A nd it b rin gs us right to the heart of my basic
concern with this whole issue. The people do have a rig h t to
c hoos e t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . I k no w t h a t t h e r e a r e p eo p l e wh o a r e
a dd i c t e d t o ga mb l i n g ac t i v i t i e s T he y a l r e ad y l i v e i n Ne b r a s k a .
They a l r ea d y h a v e v e n u e s w h e r e t h e y c a n a c t u a l l y p a r t i c i p a t e i n
t hese a c t i v i t i e s . Bu t t h e o n e t h i ng we d o n ' t ha v e i n t h e s t a t e
of Nebraska is the Legislature sticking its fingers in th e po t
a nd p u l l i n g o u t t he p r o ce e d s f r om ca s i no i n co me . Ye s , we do
h ave a l o t t e r y , a nd I do n ' t a g r e e wi t h t h a t e i t he r . Bu t we ' r e
l ook i n g a t a n a d d i c t i v e b e h av i o r o n t h e p a r t o f t h e L eg i s l a t u r e ,
which we have seen sweep the country. We have seen state after
state succumb to th e add iction of do llars ge nerated b y an
a ct i v i t y t h a t t he y kn o w i s n o t e c on om i ca l l y s ou n d f o r t h e i r
p eople o r f o r t h e i r bu si ne s s e s , b u t t he y c a n ' t l e t g o . The y
c an' t l e t g o b e ca u se t h ey ' r e a dd i c t e d t o t he d o l l a r s t h a t i t
b r i ng s i n t o t h e s t a t e ' s co f f e r s . And t h e r e i n l i e s t h e b i g g e s t
p rob le m i n t h e wh o l e i ssu e b e f o r e u s I t i sn ' t t h e p e op l e ' s
addiction; it is the lawmakers' addiction. It is government's
a ddic t i o n t o d o l l a r s t o sp en d ho wev e r t h ey wo u l d l i k e , a nd
that's what we see in the last sentence there. Now w e had an
i n i t i a t i v e t h a t wa s p r o p o s e d b y t he p e o p l e . Th e y d o ha v e t h a t
r i g h t . I sup p o r t t h a t r i g h t . I ' m n o t a f r a i d o f t h a t r i g h t .
And t h ey wan t e d t o p u t a n i s su e on t h e b a l l o t t h a t s a i d we ' r e
going to have these dollars, or this activity, on m ain street,
in your co rner ba r , a nd we ' re going to keep the dollars and
we' re going to keep those dollars here on main street where they
w ill be spent in Nebraska. And the Legislature sa id, o h, no ,
this is ter rible. And I h ave to admit, it was with fear and
t r e p i d a t i o n t h a t I l oo k ed a t t he wo r d i n g o f t h a t i n i t i a t i v e .
But at the sam e time, I had to recognize that at least those
dollars were going to stay on main street. They weren't g o ing
t o g o o f f t o Ne v ad a . Th ey we r e g o i ng t o s t a y i n Ne b r a sk a .
That ' s n ot n ec e s s a r i l y ba d . Now we wan t t o p u t a p e t i t i o n on
there because we want our hands in the pie, because we want the
m oney, because s o mehow we th in k we can spe n d it bett er .
Paternalism'? You bet . We think we can regulate it better.
Paternalism? You bet. T his is the heart of the issue. W ill we
create a situation where the state of Nebraska is so addicted to
these dollars that we can never loosen ou r gri p and let go?

T hank y o u .

3506


