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think i t ' s mor e j u s t a v i scer a l gu t f ee l i ng am ongst t h e po p u l a c e
that we want to have a crack a t this, at least to vote on it. I
don't share that feeling, but I don't agree with some that I' ve
heard here today say, well, yeah, they can do it and nothing we
can do can stop them. T ha t 's true, but we can compete with
t hem. It was said here, well, i f the gamb ling in terests g o
a head and push on t h r o ugh w i t h a n e w p e t i t i on a n d g e t s o met h i n g ,
t hen t h a t wi l l b e o n t he i r h ea d s , a p o x o n t he m. We l l , I d o n ' t
t h in k i t ' s t h a t s i mp l e . I t h i n k i f we l e av e t h e f i e l d op e n t o
them and let them define and shape expanded gambling in
Nebraska , t h e n I t h i nk t h a t ' s o n ou r h e a d s . I t h i n k t h a t ' s an
abdica t i o n of r esp o n s i b il i t y . That ' s w h y I ' m s u p p o r t i v e o f t he
resolution. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator M axwell.
Pederson.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
we' ve kind of gon e around now to where we' re starting to talk
a bout w h e t h e r w e sh o u l d h a v e g a m b li n g a t a l l . An d a s I sa i d ,
in i t i a l l y , we al r e a dy h av e i t . An d we s ay , we l l , t h en we
shouldn't have a vote on this sort of thing. We ' re go ing to
have a vote, one way or the other, by the people. And I think
it's our responsibility to prepare and present to the public the
best possible proposal that will be of benefit to the entire
s tate . Ass u ming t h a t t he r e i s ben e f i t i n gam b l i n g , i t shou l d b e
equally spread among the state, and that's what my proposal
does. And t hi s am endment does t wo ot he r t hi ngs . ' A , ' i t
retains with t he Leg islature the power to structure enabling
l eg i s l a t i o n . Do we wa nt t o l e a ve t he e n ab l i n g t h i n g t o s omeo n e
w ho may be c i r cu l at i n g a pe t i t i on? W e h a v e r o f ur t h e r co n t r o l
of i t . We h a v e n o i n t e r e s t i n i t . I t h i n k we ' re f a l l i n g do wn
on our responsibilxty. I don 't think we can continue to say
s ometh in g ma y h a p p en. So me t h i ng i s g o i ng t o h ap p e n . An d I
t h in k we n e e d t o su b m e r g e so me o f o u r o wn p a r t i c u l a r f e e l i n g s
and say, what's in the best interest o f the sta te ? So I 'm
suggesting that this does two things. It gives us the authority
to p ropose approp r i a t e g ood l e g i s l at i o n, a n d I t hi nk w e ' re up t o
t ha t . And, se co n d l y , I t h i n k i t g i v e s t he p u b l i c t h e
oppor t u n i t y t o sa y wh at i t wan t s i n i t s own a r e a , a n d I t h i n k
t hey ' r e u p t o t h a t . And I t h i n k t h a t we sh ou l d n o t l i v e i n t h i s
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