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reasons not to speak on this. Everything has been said. There
is nothing new to say. The die is case, et cetera, et cetera,
and here I stand speaking. 1 pushed my light after hearing what
Senator Don Pederson had to say and what Senator Chambers had to
say, two people who did not vote for this the first time around
but are supporting it now. Maybe there is more movement and
more fluidity than I thought at the start of the day. So I'm
just going to take a minute or two and give one quick shove in
favor of the resolution, and then sit down. Let me remind those
who if you're a flat out no, a no all the way on this, this is
the gamble that you are taking. You're gambling on two things.
Number one, you're gambling that the Nebraska Supreme Court is
going to strike down the petition before it right now, the
petition that was derailed by a legal challenge that attracted
180,000 signatures. That 's number one. The second thing that
you're gambling on is that no new petition drive will result.
Now your first one, that might be a pretty good bet. Perhaps
that petition will be struck down. The second one, a new
petition drive, I think that's almost a certainty. And 1
remember when people lobbied me last summer, in July, we were
getting ready for the first special session we had last year,
and I was hearing from people saying, we've got to broaden the

call. We've got to broaden the call. We've got to include
gambling. That darn petition got the signatures, it's going on
the ballot. We've got to get something on there. And I had

voted for the expanded gambling amendment in the regular
session, but I said, no, we had our shot. That's it. If it
happens, it happens. Senator Schrock is the voice I remember
most clearly from last year saying on this floor, at that time,
people, if we don't deliver something, have you seen that
petition that's floating out there? That petition campaign is
going to kick into gear and that's what we will get, if we don't
assert ourselves and take some responsibility here. Well, and
sure enough, that's what happened. And as I say, I was hearing
from some people who had not voted or had voted no saying we
need a second chance. We're ready to vote yes now. Okay, well,
the petition was derailed, and we didn't do it. Well, you know
how it has played out so far. But I'm saying, don't anyone
pretend, oh, maybe there isn't sentiment out there in the
public. Senator Chambers said it's because of paid circulators
and that will make it happen. I suppose that's part of it. I
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