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reasons not to speak on this. Everything has been said. There
is nothing new to say. The die is case, et cetera, et cetera,
and here I stand speaking. I pushed my light after hearing what
Senator Don Pederson had to say and what Senator Chambers had to
say, two people who did not vote for this the first time a round
but are supporting it now . Mayb e there is more movement and
more fluidity than I thought at the start of the day. So I'm
jus t g o i n g t o t a k e a mi n u t e or t wo an d g i v e o n e q u i ck sh ov e i n
f avor o f t h e r e so l u t i o n , an d t h e n s i t d own . Le t me r emi nd t h o se
who if you' re a flat out no, a no all the way on this, th is is
the ga m b l e t h a t y o u a r e t a k i ng . Yo u ' re g a mb l i n g o n t wo t h i n g s .
Number one, you' re gambling that the Nebraska Supreme C ourt is
g oing t o s t r i ke do wn t h e p e t i t i o n be f o r e i t r i g h t n ow , t h e
petition that was derailed by a legal challenge t hat att racted
180,00 0 s i g na t u r e s . Th a t ' s n um b e r on e . Th e s e co n d t h i ng t h at
you' re gambling on is that no new petition d rive w i l l res ult.
Now y o ur f i r s t o n e , t h a t mi g h t b e a p r e t t y g o od b e t . Pe r h ap s
t hat pe t i t i o n wi l l b e s t r u ck d own . The se c o n d o n e , a ne w
p et i t i o n d r i v e , I t h i nk t ha t ' s a l mo s t a c e r t a i n t y . An d I
remember when people lobbied me last summer, in J u ly, w e were
getting re ady for the f irst special session we had last year,
and I was hearing from people saying, we' ve got to broaden the
call. We ' ve got to broaden the call. We ' ve got to include
gambling . That da r n p e t i t i on g o t t he si gn a t u r e s , i t ' s goi ng on
t he ba l l o t . We ' v e g o t t o g e t some t h i n g on t h e r e . An d I h ad
voted for the expanded gambling amendment in the re gular
session, but I said , no , we had our shot. T h at's it. If it
happens, it happens. Senator Schrock is the voice I r emember
most clearly from last year saying on this floor, at that time,
people , i f we don ' t del i ve r some t h i n g , have y ou seen t hat
petition that's floating out there? That petition campaign is
g oing t o k i ck i n t o g e a r a nd t ha t ' s wh a t we wi l l g e t , i f we d o n ' t
assert ourselves and take some responsibility here. We ll , and
sure enough, that's what happened. And as I say, I was hearing
from some people who had not voted or had v o ted no saying we
need a second chance. We' re ready to vote yes now. O kay, well,
the petition was derailed, and we didn't do it. W e l l, you know
h ow i t h a s p l a y ed o ut s o f a r . Bu t I ' m sa y i n g , do n ' t a ny o ne
pretend, oh , maybe there isn 't se ntiment out there in the
public. Senator Chambers said it's because of paid c i rculators
and that wi ll make it happen. I suppose that's part o f it. I
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