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i s Se n a t o r C o m b s .

SENATOR COMBS: Th ank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body. I
was very su rprised to hear S ena tor Cha mbers de s cribe h is
e piphany . An d i t so u n d e d a l m o s t l i k e an i n st a n t r ep l ay o f some
t estimony some of us gave on the prior file. I will say that I
do agree that many people's minds are already made up. And I
would l i k e t o ma k e a c om ment a b o u t r e p r e se n t a t i v e g ov e r n me nt . I
have been characterized by some of the opponents of gaming as
n ot b e i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e p e op l e i f I do n o t be com e
paterna l i s t i c wi t h t he m and s ay , n o , n o, no , I ' m sor r y , what
you' re asking me to vote for is wrong, because I don't believe
in it personally and I'm going to cast my vote against it. I
c annot b e p a t e r n a l i st i c . I ' v e g o t t o c ome b a c k a nd l i v e wi t h
t hese p e o p l e w h o s e nt m e he r e t o d o wh at t he y wan t me t o d o .
And I think all of us feel that responsibility to our district.
I woul d l i k e t o s h a r e a l i t t l e st o r y ab ou t l i f e i n J a c k so n
County , K en t u c k y . Th a t i s a d r y c o u nt y . Wh a t t ha t me a n s i n o
booze anywhere. Some of us grew up in those places. And I want
to tell yo u how d ry Jackson Co unty w a s. We had over 100
b oot l e g g e r s i n t h a t p l a ce , t wo o f t he m on m y r o a d . Th e f i r s t o f
t he mon t h , . . . I wo r k ed h o m e h e a l t h a nd h o sp i c e . I t oo k my l i f e
i n my h a nd s d r i v i n g t he r o a d t h e f i r s t o f t he mon t h wh e n
e verybody got their checks and their money and they went to t h e
b oot l e g g e r s No t r e gu l a t e d . So l d t o mi n o r s . Av a i l a b l e a r ou n d
t he c l o c k . No co n t r o l on wh a t k i n d o f b o o ze wa s so l d . Th ey
sold Everclear to 14-year-old kids. T hey sold moonshine, you
n ame i t . I f a b u c k wa s i n i t , t he y so l d i t , 2 4 h o u r s a d a y . No
regulation. No limit on where it could be gotten, how much was
being so l d . That ' s l i f e i n a dr y cou n t y . We a re w h is t l i ng i n
the d a r k . I t o l d t h i s t o se v e r a l p e op l e a n d . h ad a gu y , y o u
know, from the antigambling lobby talk to me today, and very
respectfully, and we shared our opinions. And so far listening
t o t h e de b a t e , I ' m s t i l l o f t h e op i n i o n t h a t we ne e d t o r e gu l a t e
vices. We are walking down a dark alley where ten murders have
been commit ted a t t wo i n t he m o r n i ng , u n a r med, wh i s t l i ng i n t he
d ark . I f we exp e c t n o th i n g t o ha p pen , i f we d o n o th i n g , I ' m n o t
fearful of the petition. I just think it's my responsibility to
craft legislation to control a vice. Then that's what I'm put
in here to do, and I know, very respectfully, people don't agree
with m e a n d t h a t ' s ok a y . Bu t t h a t i s my b e l i e f , a n d I c an ' t sa y
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