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Now, i f y ou wo u l d a s sume t h a t ev e r y o n e o f t ho se p r ob l em
gamblers were in the high-risk category, pathological, if you
wi l l , t h a t wou l d c o s t ea c h o ne . . . t h a t wo u l d co s t t h e s t a t e
$10,500 for each one of them, doubling the amount that we talked
about earlier. S o now you' re up to $436 million if nothing is
done. Now , 41,000 is l ess tha n th ree percent, an d thar' s
supposedly what the amount is. So...I mean, come on, we' re not
talking about what a great idea this is. S enator Schimek talked
about , we s h ou l d n ' t g i ve i n t o t he mi nor i t y on anot h er bi l l .
And here we are giving in to a minority on this bill. I think
the overall idea is, somehow the public perceives there's a
bunch of money out there that's going to help them somehow,
without an y c o nsequences . They ' re wi l l i ng t o d i smi ss t hose .
It's ridiculous. It 's no t t rue. Nonetheless, here we are
debating this, debating this idea. And that's fine. We have a
number of r epor t s t hat wi l l say wha t e v er yo u w ant t o say . At
t he end o f t he d a y , . . .

SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR ERDMAN: ...we have to be able t o gen erate r e vue to
of f se t t he c o s t s . An d i f y o u ' r e g o i ng t o f a l l o n t h e swo r d j u st
b ecause t h e p eo p l e wan t t o d o t h a t , I ' v e g o t an o t he r i d e a . A
couple of them, maybe. One, why don't we let the voters vote on
whether or not we should raise taxes here in another couple of
weeks? Wel l , that's our responsibility, right? W e l l, so is
t his. Senator Tyson pointed that out. The voters h ave vot ed .
We have a representative form of government. If we disagree
t hat t h i s sh o u l d b e o u t t her e , t he y ' r e g o i n g t o put t hei r own
out there. A nd I'm not convinced that if we put one out there
they' re not going to do it anyways. Because as Se n a t o r Tyson
said, the return on their investment if those individuals that
seek to enshrine themselves in our state constitution, to be
greedy and t r y an d s t e a l mo n ey d i r e c t l y f r om t h e c i t i zen s o f t he
state , t hr ou g h t he go o d g u i s e o f ga mb l i n g , t he y ' re s t i l l goi ng
t o t r y i t . Becau s e I ' m n o t co n v i n ced t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o g et wh at
they want out of the Legislature. So I rise to share comments,
to ask questions. And who knows, Senator Stuthman. Maybe there
are some answers. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Erdman. The next spea ker

3489


