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made th e co r r e c t i o n t o my t a l l y s he e t . I f y o u ' r e sc o r i n g a t
home, Senator C h ambers is now on the ' bad g u y s ' s i de . Th e r e ' s
26. Still need four more before the voters h ave a say . So
j us t , i f y o u ' r e sc o r i n g a t ho m e. I gu e s s I ' d l i ke t o j u s t s t a n d
a nd a s k t he obv i o us ques t i o n , S e n a to r S t u t h man . Why do yo u
t h in k t he v o t e r s t h a t y ou he a r f r om w a n t t o vo t e o n t h i s ? I t ' s
the obvious question, because obviously there's got to be some
value, perceived or real, in putting this before the voters.
Now, Sena t o r J a n s s e n ac t u a l l y r e i n f o r ce s m y po i n t , t o a n e x t e n t .
The voters in Iowa said, yes, we want casinos, and we want them
i n t h i s f o r m a nd w e w a n t t h e m i n t h i s l o ca t i on . An d t h ey ' v e g o t
them. And so Po t t a wa t t am i e Co u n t y , wh i ch i s wh e r e
Council Bluffs resides, s ees the increase in the retail sales.
A nd that's fantastic. So if you see the 11 percent increase in
the r etail sales, that means there's more revenue being
generated in that economy. That means t h ere should be mo re
jobs, more economic development, more growth. Valuations were
probably increasing for the community as far as the buildings,
the businesses, the homes. The income is increasing, as Senator
Janssen reported. And so then why do you think the mayor is
reported...is requesting another property tax increase? Doesn' t
make sense. You know, if the idea that casinos are great and
t hey ' r e g o o d , a nd t ha t ' s wh a t t h e g e ne r a l pu b l i c se e m s t o t h i n k ,
then why is it that w ith a ll the additional revenue that' s
c oming i n f o r wh a t ev e r you wa n t t o c a l l i t , t o u r i sm, g a mb l i ng ,
whatever , wh y d o y o u t h i n k i t i s t h a t t h e y ' r e a l s o r a i s i ng
property taxes there? Interesting question. I don't k now the
answer. Eithe r it ' s m ismanagement, poor management, lack of
leadership, or it's the idea that there might be bigger problems
t han mos t p eo p l e wi l l a dmi t . Sen a t o r Je n s e n a l so p o i n t e d ou t
something I th in k needs to be a part of this discussion. The
a mount o f mo n e y t h a t ' s b e i n g sp e n t , b a s ed o n a s he e t t h a t I ha d
passed out to you, for problem gamblers in the state, would need
to equal a b out, if not hing was done, $212 million. Now, for
every d o l l a r y o u s p e nd , a b ou t $ 7 o f p r ob l e m gambl in g come s of f
that. So if you u se the bare minimum, that we have 41,610
problem gamblers, and they cost about $5,000 i n soc ial co sts,
that's where you get this $212 million. N ow aga i n , t h e num b e r
of dollars that you place then reduces the social cost by about
four to seven dollars. But that's assuming that none of those
41,000 people in the state of Nebraska have a major pro blem.
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