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what. . . e v en t u a l l y what we ' r e a sk i ng f or t h i s bo d y t o do i s t o
a l low t he peop l e of t he s t at e of Ne b r a ska t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o
decide whether t he y w a nt e x p a nded gambling i n t h i s st at ~ . And
b y w h a t eve r me a n s i t t akes t o get i t t her e , ot h e r by . . .ot h e r
than by t h e u g l y pe t i t i on t h at i s ou t th er e r i ght now, t hat ,
l i s t en , i f we don ' t do so met h i ng , t h a t i s goi n g t o ha p p en . I t
might happen anyway . B ut I have a n a mendment a l i t t l e l at e r on
t ha t i s g o i ng t o c l a r i f y a l i t t l e b i t o f t h a t , i f we d o g e t t h i s
on t h e b a l l o t an d t he p e t i t i on a l so re a c he s t h e b a l l o t . T ha t
can be corrected with an amendment I have a little later. And
we talk about the terrible atrocities and the problems that are
c aused by the casinos across the river. E veryone has to s a y
"across the riv er." You rea lize that the retail sector in
Counci l B lu f f s a l so h a s s e e n t h e i mp a c t of cas i no s . Ret ai l
sales grew by 11.75 percent between 1997 and 1999, nearly double
the state average. Per capita annual income increased in
Pottawattamie County by nearly $2,000 a year since 1996 ~o 1997.

SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Th e r e . . .a l o t o f t ha t i s b e ca u s e o f t h e
increased, as they say, tourism in the area. It also increased
growth i n t ha t c i t y . I ' ve got a l ot o f t h i ng s i n t h i s book t o
t al k abo u t , what has happ e ne d i n Co u n c i l Bl u f f s . The v i ce
president o f f i nan c e , A mer i s t a r C a s i no , sa i d t h a t j ob s p r ov i ded
by the casino industry have helped hundreds of employees buy
t hei r f i r s t home . So me o f t he d e v e l opment c a used concern . Som e
wondered whether Council Bluffs-Omaha area could support 400
extra ho t e l ro oms . H of f man (p h on e t i c ) sa i d t h a t h e d oe s n ' t
t h in k i t i s a co i n c i d e n c e t h a t mo r e ho t e l s b eg an b u i l d i ng an d
opening in downtown Omaha...

SENATOR VRTISKA. T ime .

SENATOR JANSSEN : . ..after the boats opened. Thank you.

SENATOR VRTISKA: T hank you, Senator Janssen. The next speaker
is Senato r E r dman.

SENATOR ERDMAN: Tha nk you, Senator V rtiska, members o f the
Legislature. I rise in opposition to AM1146. And I have also
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