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the most dangerous way that it could possibly be addressed. The
people that hav e the mone y th at are going to draw and hire
circulators are going to have no end to the money that hey 'll
be wi l l i n g t o sp e n d . An d th e r e wi l l b e n o l i mi t on h ow t h e y
wil l sk ew t he re v e nu e th a t ' s go i ng t o b e de r i v ed o u t o f t h a t .
Not o n l y wi l l Ne b r a s k a h a v e w h a te v e r i l l s co me wi t h g am i n g i f we
do it by p etition, but we will also lose out on control,
regulation, and revenue. And that just is not a good thing for
the state. S o whatever your thoughts are,...and I have people
i n my district that are very much against casinos. I have so me
that are ve r y mu ch for as well. But those that are very much
against h av e b een p a r t i cu l a r l y voc a l i n t he t i me I ' ve been i n
the Legislature. And I respect their views. And my response to
t hem i s , a n d h a s b ee n , t h a t my sup p o r t t o pu t a so l u t i o n o n t he
bal l o t , a pr op o s a l o n t he b a l l o t , h a s no t h i ng t o d o wi t h whe t h e r
I adv o c a t e f o r g am b l i n g o r wh e t h er I d o n ' t . I t h a s mo r e t o do
with, what a re the best choices here as policy makers for the
people o f Neb r a s k a ? An d t h a t ' s wh e r e I ' m c om i n g f r om. I wi l l
not a d v o c a t e , i f so me t h i n g c ome s o n t h e b a l l o t f r om t h i s b od y , I
wil l n o t a dv o c a t f o r o r ag a i n s t i t . We ' l l l e t t he pe o p l e
decide that. But I do th ink Senator Pe derson's substituted
amendment o f f e r s u s so me t h i ng t ha t we n e ed t o c on s i de r . I t
o f f e r s s om e t h i n g f o r t h e r u r a l c om mun i ti e s t h a t wi l l n e ve r h a v e
a c a s i n o no m a t t e r h o w much we t a l k a b ou t i t . I t i sn ' t i n t he
cards, due to the population base. Bu t it also provides an
opportunity, if they choose, and if the Legislature enables it,
for the racetracks to have something to supplement their income
and t r y t o s t ay v i abl e a n d al i ve . And we wi l l have r e d u c ed
opportun i t i e s fo r f u l l - f l edge d c a s i n o s , f r om e i g h t t o a max i mu m
o f f ou r . So I r i se i n supp o r t of t he a m endment , an d I w o u l d
s imply as k y o u t o co n s i de r a l l t he a l t er na t i ve s , a n d hope t hat
this is mu c h bet ter than a lot of the alternatives that there
c ould be b e f o r e u s . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you , Sen ator Br omm. (Vis i t o r s
i nt r oduced. ) The nex t speak e r i n l i ne i s Sen a t o r T y s on , o n
AM1146, the Pederson amendment. Senator Tyson.

SENATOR TYSON : Thank you , Sen ator V rt iska, lad ie s and
gent lemen . I ' m go i ng t o speak ve r y , ver y br i ef l y on t he
amendment, and t hen som e gen eral re marks . The .. .what t he
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