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p rocess, I think that this is beneficial to the s tate to have
t ha t op p o r t u n i t y . The r e a r e i n n um e r a b l e t h i ng s t h a t h a ve b ee n
b enef i t i n g o t h e r s eg m e nt s o f o u r st a t e wh i c h wou l d n e v e r ha v e a
casino because there isn't a sufficient population base. But
this just brings up to current standards what is being done now.
And it will allow those communities to benefit from that . I
w ould y i e l d t h e ba l a n ce o f my t i me t o Se n a t o r B r omm, wh o wa s a
cosigner of this amendment. Senator Bromm.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Senator Bromm. Thank you, Senator Pederson.

SPEAKER BROMM: How much time is there, Mr. President? How much
t ime d o I ha v e ?

SENATOR VRTISKA : About thre e . . eigh t m in u t e s . Ex cu se m e.

SPEAKER BROMM: E i g h t mi n u t e s ? (L a ug h ) Ok a y .

SENATOR VRTISKA: A l mo s t e i g h t mi n u t e s .

SPEAKER BROMM: I wan t t o f i r st o f a l l t h a n k Se n a t o r Pe de r s on
f or a l l o wi n g m e ' o i n c l u d e m y am e ndment f o r t h e f ou r . . . limi t o f
f our i n t o h i s ame n dment . I t h i n k t ha t p r ob a b l y i s a b e t t e r
parliamentary way to approach this, because my reason for it is
t ha t I f e e l l i k e . . . and some c o uld v ie w his ame ndment as
increas in g t he oppo r t un i t i es fo r g ami ng i f l ocal com munit i e s
choose t o v o t e t o ap p r o ve t h a t wi t h t h e l o c a l op t i o n o n k e no a nd
g aming . An d t h i s b a l a n c e s t ha t ou t t o s ome ex t e nt b y r e du c i ng
the overall n umber of casinos. It , again, is permissive with
t he L e g i s l a t u r e . I t i s co n t r o l l ed b y t h e L eg i s l a t u r e . An d l et
me say tha t in ll year s, I can remem ber some of the most
stinging speeches against gambling that I heard delivered on
this floor by Senator Chambers. He has called.. a play on words
here...a spade a spade when it comes to the gambling issue, more
t han o nc e . An d I u n d e r s t a nd t h a t , a n d I r es pe c t t h a t . An d I
don' t t h i n k t h a t I am t h a t mu ch d i f f e r e n t s p ot o n t h a t i ssu e
t han h e i s . Bu t h i s wo r d s a r e . . . I t h i nk sp e a k f o r t he m s e lv e s
t he v e r y b e s t . He i s s ay i n g , I t h i n k g ami n g i s b a d , I t h i nk
gambl i n g i s b ad . He i s sa y i ng , ho w e v e r , I ' m a s t a t e s en a t o r , I
have t h e r e sp o n s i b i l i t y t o t h e p e op l e a n d t o t h e p o l i cy t h a t ' s
enacted h e r e . Th e p e t i t i o n me t h o d o f d e a l i n g wi t h t h i s i s su e i s
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