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AM1119, Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes . Th ank you, Mr. President and members. I
rise t o sp e ak i n op p o s i t i on t o t he Pe d e r s on a mendment. And I ' l l
t el l y ou wh y sh o r t l y . Bu t Se n a t o r J e n se n , I k no w t ha t y o u ' v e
raised this issue on more than on e occ asion, an d you rea l ly
deserve to have some discussion on that, and I hope that we can
have tha t d i sc u s s i o n t o d ay . I ' m j us t pass i n g o u t a coupl e of
handout s t h a t s ho w a l i t t l e b i t a b ou t h ow t h e s t a t e . . . wh a t t he
state gaming tax rate is i n d ifferent sta tes, and wha t the
gaming tax revenue is. That ' s on...that's excluding Indian
casinos . And t h e n t h e b l u e c o p y t a l ks abou t t he t r i bes and
compacts t hat t hey have wi t h t he s t at e s . And we c a n g o ~ v e r
that and maybe answer some questions. And also, I h ave some
information that Senator Schrock gave me. I guess I'm not going
t o t ak e t i m e r i g h t n o w t o g o o v e r t h a t t oo , b ut m a ybe we ca n s e e
t ha t y ou g e t c op i e s o f t h a t . Th e p r o b l e m wi t h t a l k i n g a b o u t
r evenues w i t h an y sp e c i f i c i t y i s t h a t we do n ' t kn o w wh a t t he
r at e wi l l b e t h a t we wi l l n e go t i a t e o r t ha t we wi l l i n s i s t u p on
before anybody can be licensed. And that rate has been steadily
g oing u p w ar d a c r o s s t he n a t i o n . I t s t a r t ed o u t l ow , a nd i t h a s
c rep t up wa r d t o . . . I do n ' t t h i n k 3 0 p e r c e nt i s b e y on d t h e b o u n d s
of reality a t this time. So we can have that d isc ussion. I
t h in k i t ' s a n i mp o r t a n t d i s cu s s i o n t o h av e . I wo u l d l i k e t o
mentio n t h e r e a so n s I t h i nk t h a t AM1 1 1 9 wo u l d n o t b e g o o d .
First of a ll, it is pe rm issive. It says t hat we can put
anyth i n g , an y k i n d o f g am e s t h at we wa nt t o , b a s i ca l l y . And
t ha t i s o ne o f t he r ea so n s t h at I o p po s e d t h e o r i g i n a l L R 1 1C A .
I thought if we left it that wide open, that there w ould be a
tremendous amount of pressure on this Legislature to adopt every
kind of g am bling u n der the sun, basically. And I don't want
t hat . I d on ' t t h i n k t he p e o p l e o f Ne b r a s ka wan t t h a t e i t h e r .
In fact, we just did a survey in my own legislative district.
A nd one of the questions on the survey was, do you s upport th e
i dea o f ex p a nd ed g amb l i n g , an d t h e n , i f s o , wh a t k i nd ? Th e i r
top choice was Indian gaming . The seco n d one was a more
controlled kind of situation which the Legislature had oversight
over . The t h i r d a n d l e a s t p op u l a r wa s t h e j u s t u n l i mi t e d k i nd
of gambling. And there were ...they reall y wen t down
s ign i f i ca n t l y i n n umb e r o f v o t e s . Th e se c o n d r e a s o n I ' m
concerned a b ou t t he Pe d e r so n amen d men t i s t h a t i t i n c l u d e s
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