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LR 11Apri l 2 , 2 0 0 3

b i l l .

SENATOR VRTISKA PRESIDING

SENATOR VRTISKA : One m in u t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: The fair ques tion to everybody who is
supporting these amendments is, will you vote for the bill if
the amendment is att ached? So I h ope that we' re politically
savvy to the nuances of what's maybe going on h ere this
a fte r noon . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR VRTI SKA:
S enato r J e n s e n .

SENATOR JENSEN: Tha nk you, Senator V r tiska, m embers o f the
Legi s l a t u r e . I am p l e a s ed t h a t Se na t o r Br omm pu l l e d h i s
amendment I t a p p e a r e d t o me t h a t we h a d o n e t h a t wa s l i mi t i ng
a nd one t h at wa s ab so l u t e l y a l l owi n g an y t h i n g . An d i t l o o k ed t o
me l i k e t h ey we r e a t o pp o s i t e s o f o n e a n o t h e r . And t h en l o o k i ng
a t Se n a t o r Pe d e r s o n ' s am e ndment , i t wo u l d se em t o m e i f y ou wa n t
t o r eal l y open t h i ngs up , why wo u l d y o u g o b e y ond t h e f i r s t
s entence ? ' Not h i n g i n t h e Con st i t u t i o n o f Ne b r a sk a sh a l l
prohib i t t he Leg i s l at u r e f r o m a u t h o r i z i n g a n d r e g u l a t i n g g a mes
o f chance ' p e r i o d . And i t wou l d seem t o me t ha t t hat . . . i f
t ha t ' s wh a t yo u wa n t t o d o , t h a t t h a t co u l d b e a cc o m p l i sh e d .
However , o f a l l t h e st a t e s , l oo k i n g a r o u n d , o f t he i r g amb l i ng
proposals, it wou ld appear t o me that South Dakota, who have
slot machines anywhere and everywhere, is the m ost d is tasteful
of all of those. But when I started in this discussion a couple
o f we e k s ag o , wi t h t h e i n t r o du c t i o n o f L R 1 1C A , I s t i l l c ame up
with t h e q ue st i o n ab o u t , wh e r e i s t h e mo ne y an d wh e r e i s i t
g oing ? An d we ha v e n o t h i ng t ha t we ' r e t a l k i n g a b ou t , b a ck t h e n ,
t oday , t h a t d e s c r i b e s t h a t . And i f we d on ' t h a v e so m e i d ea o f
why we ' r e d oi n g t h i s , i t se ems t o me t h a t t o ev e n d i s cu s s i t i s
somewhat f o o l i sh n e s s . We ' r e i n t he wo r s t b u d g et b a t t l e t h a t
this state has ever experienced. That is certainly what people
tell me . It 's ce rt ainly, f rom what I' ve read and what I' ve
s tudied , t o be t r ue . I t al so wo u l d a p p ear t h a t t h i s cou l d be a
long-term situation. I was reading an article today that said
that this could be eight years before we r e turn even ba c k to

Thank you, Senator Beutler. Next speaker,
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