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whatever form it was presented, would be successful as far as
g ett i n g e n ough s i g n a t u r e s t o g e t on t he ba l l ot . Once a g a mb l i n g
proposi t i o n i s on t he ba l l ot , t hen I t hi nk t he m oney woul d c ome
rolling in here, just like the rains fell that made Noah have to
g et o n t h a t a r k t o k e e p f r om d r ow n i n g . So I am d ea l i n g wi t h
thi s no w , not f r om t h e st andp o i n t of my per so n a l at t i t udes
t oward gambling, because they have not changed. On other
o ccasions I ' ve t ol d y o u a l l t hat I may b e t he o n ly o n e who w i l l
a cknowledge th e f a c t t ha t I am a po l i t i c i an . The r e co m e t i me s
when I make decisions which are purely political, from top to
bottom, front to back, stem to stern, fore to aft , po r t t o
starboard, every way you want to look at it. F rom any angle, it
is political. And the political decision I am going to take is
based on my conviction that a worse thing would be done by way
o f a p e t i t i on . I ' m sa y i n g t h i s no w b e ca u s e I ' m no t g o i n g t o
p articipate in th e deb ate . T he re ' s no way I can chan ge
a nybody ' s m i n d a s f a r a s h ow t hey f e e l a bo u t ga m b l i n g . I f a f t e r
all of the time that has elapsed since this bill was on General
File they have not arrived at the conclusion I have arrived a t,
and wi l l ch a ng e t h e i r mi n d a nd t h e i r v o t e , no t h i n g I sa y i s
going to achieve that. So i t would be po intless fo r me to
extend the deb ate . But I want it crystal clear in the record
t ha t I am ch a n g i n g m y vo t e . I h av e r a i l ed a g a i n s t t he ev i l s o f
g ambl i n g p r o b a b l y t o a g r e a t e r e x t e n t t h an a n yb o d y o n t h e f l o o r .
You sh ou l d s e e a l l o f t h e l a u da t o r y ma i l t h a t I g e t . I ' v e e ve n
gotten mail from reverends...preachers, if you all don't know
what those are...telling me how many other things they disagree
with m e o n , b u t o n t h i s o n e , h ow r i g h t I am . And i f I c ou l d
just learn to see o ther issues as rightly as I see this one,
m aybe I could pass through the Pearly Gates. Des pite all o f
that favorable mail, the supportive telephone conversations. I
am going to change my vote. I am going to vote for LR llCA.
And b e y ond t hat , I ' m goi ng t o vot e f o r i t , what e v e r f o r m i t
takes, whatever form it takes. Once I have crossed that Rubicon
from the realm of personal beliefs to th e realm o f poli tical
expediency, i f you will, I want to make it as coldly political
as I c a n . Ther e i s no adm i x t u r e o f any t h i ng . And i f bei ng
coldly political c onsigns me to the nether regions, I can just
smile, then even (laugh) laugh good-naturedly, because my place
is reserved t here already. And on ce the temperature, in my
v iew, reaches 20C degrees, they can make it 2 , 000 de grees and

3473


