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SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Pederson, would you yield?

SENATOR D . PE D E RSON : I w i l l .

SENATCR JONES: Yes . T h e first part of it there, where it says
n othing in the C onstitution o f Neb raska sh all pr ohibit t h e
L egi s l a t u r e f r om b e i n g a u t h o r i t y o v e r i t , o r r eg u l a t i ng i t ,
l et's go back to the scenario, if that one petition would have
got on the ballot that they was running last year,...

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Ye s .

S ENATOR J ON E S : . . . i f t h i s wo u l d h av e b e e n i n o u r co n s t i t u t i o n
ahead of that, we could have regulated that, a lthough t hat it
didn't say that we could? Or how would that work?

SENATOR D . PEDE R SON : We ll, t h e rea s on th at the l egi slation is

p ut i n t h i s f a s h i o n . .and contrary to what S enator Er dman was
talking about, t his does not direct that the Legislature shall
d o t h i s . I t sa y s n o t h i ng sh a l l p r o h i b i t t h e L eg i s l a t u r e f r om
c oming forth with app ropriate l egislation if it desires. It
j ust eliminates the requirement of the c o nstitution that th i s
m ay be a game o f chance or may not be a game of chance. I t
clears up a problem. T h at's all that that does. A nd as far as
what we d o wi t h i t , t h i s wo u l d t h en b e f o r u s a t a l a t e r t i rr e t o
determine what we would authorize. We' re not saying do this or
do that, at this point. We ' re just si mply cl earing u p the
constitution to say that the Legislature retains control of the
process, and that we can authorize or not authorize.

SENATOR JONES: Th e w ay I u n d e r st a nd i t , i t wou l d b e n i c e i f we
had this in our constitution ahead of anything that we put out.
And I ' m co n c e r n e d a b o u t L R 1 1 CA , i f t h a t wo u l d g e t o n t h e b a l l o t
a nd f a i l , a n d t h e n a p e t i t i o n com e s a l o ng a f t e r wa r d s . An d I
guess that's what I was concerned about.

SENATOR D . PEDERSON: Yeah . I' m not sure, Senator Jones, that
i f w e h a d j u s t h a d t h i s c h an ge i n t h e c on st i t u t i o n , t h a t i t
would h av e t hwa r t e d t he e f f o r t s o f so me b od y t o d o a n i n i t i a t i v e
p et i t i on . I t h i nk t h ey s t i l l wo u l d ha v e d o ne an i n i t i a t i v e
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