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employees . So , e v en wi t h t h e s t an d a r d t h a t wou l d r em ai n , o n l y a
small portion o f operations would be required to have workers'
comp. Not only is it six or m ore emp loyees; t h at's j us t if
they' re unrelated employees. You h ave a definition of family
re l a t i on s h i p s wh i c h i s e x t r em e l y br o ad . I t wou l d i n c l u d e t he
husband, by marriage of a niece, for example. And anybody who' s
in that b r oad category of family relationships can be added to
the n umber o f wo r k e r s i n yo u r o pe r a t i on a nd y ou st i l l do n ' t g o
o ver t h e l i mi t . Th a t i s , i f y o u h ad f i v e un r e l a t e d em p lo y e e s
and then you had three family members who are employed b y you ,
you wou l d h av e e i g h t i n t h e op e r a t i on an d y o u r op e r a t i on
s t i l l . . .

SENATOR SCHIMEK : One m in u t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER : . . .would not be required to have wor kers'
c omp. Ev e n wi t h . . .even when you' re over six, six or over, if
you have related employees, you' re not required to get w o rkers'
comp for t h e related employees. I'm not sure what the theory
b ehind t h at i s wh e n y ou g et t o mo r e d i st a n t l y r e l a t ed em p lo y e e s ,
but that distinction is also in the bill as of right now. S o I
wanted t o ma k e c l ea r t h a t t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f sma l l op e r a t i o n s i s
st i l l th er e , ve r y mu ch s t i l l t he r e , even i f you adopt t hi s
amendment . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: T hank you , Sen ator Be u tler. (Vis i t o r s
i n t r o d u c e d . ) Co n t i n u i ng o n t h e a m e n dment , t h e r e a r e n o f u r t h e r
lights on the amendment. Senator Beutler, I would recognize you
t o c l o s e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor Schimek, members of the Legislature,
there are a number of states, in cluding st ates w it h large
agricu l t u r a l sec t or s , such as Oh i o an d M ontana a nd C a l i f or n i a ,
Colorado, who inc lude a ll agr icultural w o rkers w i thin the
requirement fo r wor kers' c ompensation, so it's not a radical
idea even to include the entire industry. B ut most a l l stat es
make some d i st i nc t i on b e t we en l a r g e op e r a t i o n s a nd sma l l
o pera t i o n s , a nd t h i s ame n dment , t h i s b i l l t ha t ' s b e f o r e y ou
right now, by and large, does not make that distinction. As
l ong a s y ou o w n y o ur ow n l a n d , a s l o ng a s y ou o wn y o u r o wn
cattle, no ma t ter h ow large you are , no matte r h o w many
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