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exemption in 1913. The ranching exemption was added in 1 945.
And then, in 1969, the court, in a case called Hawthorne, stated
that fa r ming and ranc hing h ad cha nged hy~ me c anizaticn,
specia l i z a t i o n a n d t e c h n o l o gy , s o much t h a t t hese devel o pments
have begun to c reate a separate type of commercial business
withi n f a r m i n g an d r a n c h i ng . And t he cou r t c i t ed a wor ker s '
compensation law treatise, Arthur Larson, in reporting that
sometimes intensive specialization, i f car ried t oo far , is
e nough t o t r a n s f o r m a g r i c u l t u r e t o com mer ce. Th e co u r t wen t on
in the Larson case to say, the Nebraska Supreme Court, that
under t h e ag r i cu l t u r a l ex e mp t i o n i n t h e Wor k e r s ' Co mp e nsa t i o n
A ct, an employer may be engaged in several b usinesses an d the
c our t c i t e d a n '83 case, Brown v. Leavitt Lane Farm, which held
that an employer may engage xn two separate usznesses, one
b ein g su b j e c t t o wo r k e r s ' co m p e n s a ti o n l aw a nd o ne e x e mp t f r om
t he l a w. By f o cu s i ng o n t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t he emp l oy e r , wh e r e a s
our statute seems to, in my opinion, talk about an exemption for
farm wor k , b u t we b eg i n t o f o cu s on t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e
e mployer , t he cour t det er m i ned t h a t t he sp e c i a l i z e d s e r v i c e o f
f eed in g ca t t l e wa s co m mer c i a l i n n a t u r e b e c au s e m o r e t ha n ha l f
the cattle were owned by entities other than D B Feedyards. Now
thi s i s ou r o wn Su p r e m e C o u r t t ha t j u s t ma d e t h i s d e c i s i o n . So ,
trying to take a lesson from that and not disrupt 80 years of
precedent entirely, what we' re trying to do is establish a line.
Whether t h a t ' s whe r e t h e l i n e s ho u l d b e or n o t I t h i n k wi l l b e
determined by exp erience and by a lesson that we learn in the
n ext few years. But I think that it is a c e rtain e n ough line
t hat i t gi ves t he cou r t d i r ec t i o n , i f you go o v e r t h i s l i ne w e
thiidc that's commercial in character; that's specialized enough;
that is activity that you' re performing for a fee; it's not your
own land, i t ' s no t yo u r o w n l i ves t o c k , t her e f o r e , w e t hi nk you
need to carry workers' compensation insurance. I think that' s
instructive. Madam President, I would o f fer wh atever time I
have l e f t t o Se n a t o r B e u t l e r , i f he wo u l d l i ke i t .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Bromm. Se nator Beutler,
there i s a b o ut a mi nu t e l e f t , I b e l i ev e , a n d y o u h a v e . . . y o u a r e
a lso n e x t t o sp ea k .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay. Se nator Bromm, thank you. I understand
t hat t he r e i s a r e l at i ons h i p , i n pa r t , t o wh a t t he co u r t sa i d
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