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would l i k e .

SPEAKER BRONM : Well, thank you, Senator Beutler. The on ly
t hing I w a s g o i n g t o s a y wa s t h a t I j us t kno w t h a t when peop l e
a re t r y i ng t o h i r e emp l oy e es f o r a f u l l - t i me , r e sp o n s i b l e
p osi t i o n o f op e r a ti n g e q u i pment l i ke i s i nvo l ve d , or t ak i n g ca r e
of livestock like is involved, you have to have people that are,
' A ' d e p e n d a b l e , 'B' have an aptitude that they' re able to learn
things that are somewhat complicated, and you do not hire those
people for a minimum wage because they simply can do better than
that in the work place. So, in my ex perience, y ou' re talking
a bout wa g es t h a t a r e s t a r t i ng o f f 3 0 a nd 4 0 p e r ce n t a b ov e
minimum wage. You ' re talking about housing. You ' re t a lking
about at least health insurance, if not disability insurance.
You' re talking about, in some cases, a vehicle, in many cases.
Y ou' re t a l k i ng a bo ut g a s t o o p e r a t e t h a t v e h i c l e . Mi n i mu m w a g e
i n t h o s e k i n d s o f t h i ng s i s no t e v e n i n t he b a l l p a r k , j u s t t o
g ive you an i dea of wh a t w e ' r e d e a l i n g w i t h o u t t her e . Than k
y ou, S e n a t o r Be u t l e r . I ' l l g i v e t h e r e s t o f yo u r t i me b a c k , a nd
I hav e m y l i g h t o n i f y ou n e ed so m e o f mi n e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Schimek, members of the Legislature, I
want t o p o i n t o ut qu i t e c l ear l y , becau s e I t h i nk per ha p s i t
wasn't well un derstood, g iven Se nator Baker's comment, that
w e' re not taking out all criteria. We' re simply taking out t h e
criteria that h a s to do with the artificial distinction, in my
opinion, as between whether you' re farming somebody else's land
or you' re farming your own land primarily or in whole or in
part, whether you have your own livestock or somebody else' s
l i ves t o ck . Now on e o f t he t hi n g s s ome peopl e made f u n o f on t he
court's decision was why did it matter whether it was somebody
else's cow or your own cow, and I agree, it shouldn't matter.
From the point of view o~ the worker, they' re doing a job. They
can be injured just as easily by one cow as the other, and that
b ecomes i r r e l ev a n t . An d I t h i n k t h a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r d r a f t i ng
a lso c au s e s t h a t d i s t i nc t i o n t o c on t i n ue t o b e a p a r t o f t he
law, the very distinction that the cou rt w as c riticized f o r .
Should it matter in a case that comes up after we pass this law
if we didn't change it, somebody comes in and you argue about
whether 4 0 pe r cent o f the i r la n d o r m ore was leased out to
determine whether they were under workers' comp ? This isn ' t
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