
TRANSCR I PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 1 0Apri l 2 , 2 0 03

i ncome by b r i n g i n g i n ca t t l e f r o m a n o t h e r s t a t e o r f r om p eo p l e
in the eastern part of the state to take care of, that portion
o f t h e i r b u s i ne s s t a ke s on a co m mer c i al f l a v o r . No w, u n d er t h i s
test , u n l e s s th a t a mo u n t o f i n c ome w e r e mo r e t h an 4 0 p e r c en t ,
t hey wo u l d n ' t be s ub j e c t e d t o t h e r eq u i r em e n t s o f t h e wo r k e r s '
c ompensat i o n l a w, so i t do e s a l l ow t h em t o h a v e so me
supplementa l i n co m e w i t ho u t t h r owi n g t he i r en t i r e o pe r a t i o n a n d
t he c o s t o f do i n g b u s i n e s s i n t o t h e r a t e s o f co m m e r c i al wo r k e r s '
c ompensat i o n i n su r a n c e . I am t o l d , a s we st an d he r e t o d a y , t h a t
t he l a st i n su r a n ce co mp a n y wi l l i ng t o p r ov i d e wo r k e r s '
compensation insurance fo r liv estock o p erators has announced
tha t t he y ar e p u l l i n g o u t o f t h e s t a t e . Th a t me an s t ha t a n yo n e
procuring workers' c ompensation insurance fo r the livestock
b usines s w i l l ha v e t o g o u n d e r t he . . .

SENATOR SCHIMEK PRESIDING

SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

SPEAKER BROMM: .. .into the risk pool. I am told that the r a t e
f o r t h at wi l l be s ome w h e r e , r i g h t n o w, i n t h e n e i g hb o r h o o d o f
$ 13 t o $ 1 4 p er h u nd r e d o f wa g e s . Tha t i s a 13 t o 1 4 p e r c en t
cost o f y o u r wag e s o f do i ng b u s i n e s s . An d I ' l l t a l k a l i t t l e
b i t m o r e ab o u t t h i s l a t e r , b u t t h e mi n i m u m wage i s n o t ev e n o n
t he h o r i zo n o r o n t h e . . . tha t i sn ' t e v e n i n t h e r ea l m o f
p oss i b i l i t y wh e n y o u ' r e t a l k i ng a b o u t h i r i ng p eo p l e t o do t he
k ind o f v e r y r e sp o n s i b l e j o b s t ha t we ' r e t a l k i ng ab o u t : h an d l i ng
equipment t h a t ' s wo r t h a q u a r t e r mi l l i o n d o l l a r s , o n e p i e ce o f
equipment; caring for livestock and mixing a ration properly for
hundreds o f t h ou s a n d s o f d o l l a r s wo r t h o f l i v e s t o c k a n d i f y ou
mix it imp roperly and you have a death ratio that exceeds the
norm you' re s u b j ec t t o a l aws u i t .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Time.

SPEAKER BROMM: T ha n k yo u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator. Senator Beutler, you a re
n ext t o sp e a k.

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : Senato r Br o m m , I ' d l e t y ou f i n i s h , i f y ou
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