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people are lo s i n g j o bs e very d ay. You kn o w, I kn o w, I ge t cal l s
f rom t e a chers , a s I 'm s ur e a l l of y o u d o , t h a t h a v e b een r i f f e d
out of their job and don't have a j o b a nymore, and that' s
t err i b l e . We under s t an d t ha t . I f ee l sor r y f or t he m, b u t
that' s no t t h e i s s ue . The i ss u e i s w h et he r a sa f et y p rogr a m
needs to continue, and I say that it's a good idea, but I'm not
too sure at this point of how the job was being done, why they
ran out of money in a time when we had assurance again and again
t hat t he f und i n g t hat was put i n pl ace would cont i nue t h i s
program o n indef in i t e l y , an d a l l of a sudd en t h e re i s n o mon e y .
That bothers me, because somewhere along the line somebody' s
either calculator didn't work properly or their assumptions were
completely wrong, and I have no assurance at this point that
that has been corrected and there's been changes made to take
care o f t ha t pr ob l e m , a n d u n t i l I c a n ge t t ha t , I c a n ' t suppor t
t his . Tha t ' s t he bot t om l i ne . And aga i n , I s t i l l r e i t e r a t e
that I'm not too sure this is a proper way f or an amendment,
that should have been a bill, is advanced on the floor and we do
not h av e t h e pr op e r deb a t e t ha t we ' d nor m a l l y hav e o n a pi e c e o f
legi s l a t i o n t ha t i s , i n f a c t , go i ng t o ra i se t a x e s f or pe opl e
who ire going to be furnishing the workers' comp premiums. So
t hat s where my problem l i e s I t ' s not . . .h a s n o t h ing t o d o w i t h
work s a f e t y . And I agr ee t o t a l l y t ha t we ne e d wo r k sa f e t y f or
the workers i n t h i s s t a t e a nd I woul d l i ke t o see t ha t c ont i nue ,
but I think that we' re off on a tangent where we d on't know
where we' re going, we don't know what the outcome is going to
be, and we don't know how well it's been managed. So with that,
I will not support the amendment. With that, thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. S enator Bromm,
on the Connealy amendment.

SPEAKER BRONN : Thank you, Nr. President. I lis tened to the
discussion because I wasn't nearly as familiar with this as
Senators Connealy and Vrtiska and I'm sure probably several
others. But my sense of it, after listening for awhile, is that
there's a legitimate issue here. W e have a co mmon goal of
wanting safety in the workplace, but we have concerns about
whether or not there's been ample notice to t he pub lic, sin ce
there ' s be e n no b i l l , no he a r i ng a n d t hi s i s re a l l y t he f i r st
discussion that many of us are exposed to on the problem, w hich
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