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SENATOR WEHRBEIN:

SENATOR CU D A BACK :
C onneal y .

SENATOR CONNEALY: Tha nk you, Mr . President. I would have
r athe r h a d t h i s a s a b i l l . We we r e t o l d t i me a n d t i me ag a i n
that w e d i dn ' t ne e d i t . We a sk e d i n an i n t e r i m s t u dy l a s t y e a r ,
h ow are you going to fund this program? We did not se e,
c ommittee cou n se l a n d d i f f er e n t i nd i v i d u a l s , h o w t h i s w a s g o i n g
t o wor k wi t h t h e f e e st r u c t u r e t ha t wa s i n p l a ce . We we r e
a frai d t hat t hi s was goi n g t o ha p p en . We we r e t ol d t i m e a n d
t ime agai n t h a t , n o, t hi n g s w er e f i n e; w e w er e g c 'ng t o be ab l e
to continue t his p rogram. A fter bill introduction, we had
noticed that this program was out of money and was going away.
I d on ' t k no w wh a t e l s e t o d o . Th e De p a r t m e n t o f L ab o r wa s
between two very distasteful things­ - ra i s i n g a t ax o n i n su r a n ce
o r f u n d i n g so m e t h i n g wi t h f e e s t h a t we r e h a r d f o r b u s i n e s s e s t o
deal with. And so I know...I understand where they were. What
I t h i n k t he y d i d t h oug h i s j u s t n o t ma k e a d e c i s i on , a nd no t
make a decision caused us to go broke. So we were past the time
o f b i l l i n t r o d u c t i o n , t ha t I ' m so r r y ab o u t , b u t I d o n ' t s ee an y
othe r wa y t o k e ep t h i s p r o g r a m g o i ng wi t h ou t d r a m a ti c a l l y
i ncreas ing f e e s , w h i c h t h e D epar t ment o f La b o r w i l l not do , and
I d on ' t k no w wh e t h e r t h ey s ho u l d d r am a ti c a l l y i n c r e a se f ee s t o
keep t h i s p ro g r am r u nn i ng . I t hi nk i t oug h t t o be so c i al i zed ,
charged by to the general good, the ge neral workers'
compensation insurance, because it i s ...it keeps workers'
compensat i o n r a t e s d o wn i n t he l o n g t e r m, I b e l i e v e . I p a s s ed
out a piece that says employers subject to LB 757, and there are
a lot of employees that are under this, but in particular there
are state and local governments and public power entities that
a re no t sub j e c t t o OSHA . So t h ey h av e n o o t h e r i n sp e c t i o n ,
o ther t ha n t h e i r o wn i n su r an c e co mpany i n sp e c t i o n s a nd t h e l i k e .
And so this is p art of the process, that we help our local
government s d o a be t t e r j ob a t sa f e t y . I b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s i s a
p rogram t h a t ' s wo r t h sa v i ng , t ha t ma y h a v e g o t t e n ou t o f k i l t e r
maybe f o r g o o d c a u se s ­ - not w a n ti ng t o r a i se t a x e s , n o t wan t i ng
t o r a i s e f e e s ­ - but I t h i n k t h a t t h e y r a n ou t o f mo n ey a nd we
n eed t o f i x t h i s . And s o I ' d a sk t h a t y o u ' d g i v e me s om e

.to go on in this area. Thank you.

Thank y o u , Se na t o r We h r b e i n . Senator
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