
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 1 0Apri l 2 , 2 00 3

i t u p , a l l o f t h e g oo d t h i n g s t h a t h a ve b e e n d on e , a r e s u dd e n l y
e nded, a n d w i t h o u t a s g o o d a n e x p l a n a t i o n a s I t hi nk cou l d h a v e
been. I am supporting Senator Connealy's amendment. I th ink
t ha t t he wo r k f o r c e sa f e t y i n spe ct o r s a n d t h e p r og r a m h a v e d o n e
good work. And even the people that they h ave in spected h a ve
s ai i t h a t t ha t i s t he ca s e . Th a nk y ou .

S ENATOR PREISTER: Thank you , Sen ator Pr eister. Senato r
Vrt z s ka , f o l l o w e d b y Se n a to r s L a nd i s , We h r b e i n , a nd Co n ne a l y .
Senato r V r t i sk a .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
I do have some problems that I think need to be answered. And
maybe Sena to r C o n n e a l y ca n h e l p m e . Fi r s t o f a l l , wh e n t h i s
p rogram was start ed, th ere w as a fee char ged to ever y
inspection. It was the same am ou nt. Is tha t corre ct?
Seven hu n d re d an d f i f t y d o l l a r s f o r e v e r y i n sp e c t i o n t h a t wa s
made?

SENATOR CONNEALY : Yes , from . . .after the initial part of the
program was set up, that there was a tax on insurance. But yes,
t hey did set up fees also. Yes .

SENATOR VRTI SKA : An d we we r e t o l d a t t h e t i me t h a t t he
t h i n g . . . t h e s t r u c t u r e w as ch a n g ed , t h a t t h e r e wo u l d co n t i n u e t o
be enough money, and it appeared that there would be, and there
w as no...appeared to be no problem, until all of a sudd en . . .we
did make a c hange in the fee structure based on the fact there
was a n u mber o f c om p l a i n t s a b o u t so m e o f t h e b u s i n e s se s t h a t
were bei n g cha r ge d $ 7 50 fo r a o ne - or t wo- h o ur i n sp e c t i o n , an d
t he same fee was charged if there was a two-day inspection. S o
there was a number of complaints. And we had some meetings with
s ome o f t he p a r t i c i p an t s , an d t a l k ed ab o ut t h i s , a n d so t h ey
decided to make a fee change. When that fee change was made, we
were assured with the change that there would continue to b e a
p rogr am . We f o u n d ou t t he n a s we mo v e d a l o n g t h a t a l l o f a
sudden tk ~re was no more money. W hen there was no m o re m one y,
my q u e st i o n wa s , a n d s t i l l r ema i n s t o da y , wh y ? We l l , i s i t b ad
management? Probably. Th ere's a possibility. When t hey were
t ol d t h e r e w a s e n o u g h m oney a n d a l l o f a su d d e n t h e r e i sn ' t , y ou
wonder, where d i d the mone y go , and why was it not able to
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