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Is that, I believe, what the figure was that you said had been
done just last year? Or in that neighborhood?

SENATOR CONNEALY : Ye s .

SENATOR PREISTER: Okay. Th ank you, Senator Connealy. I too am
concerned abo ut the e li m ination of this wo r kforce s a fety
program The se inspectors were out on the job sites, over 560
in just one year, identifying areas of concern, working with the
business community t o find where there we r e p ro blems, and
c oopera t i ve l y p o i n t i ng t h em o ut s o t h e y c o u l d b e r e c t i f i e d . I t
was good f o r t h e b u s i n e s s . I t wa s g o o d f o r t h e e mp l o y e e . I t , I
t h i nk , u l t i ma t e l y , a s Se n a t o r Co n n e a l y sa i d , wo u l d h e l p t o sa ve
workmen's compensation insurance premium costs, because you have
fewer claims as a resu l t of p rev enting these inju r ies,
p reven t i n g p eop l e f r om h av i ng t o f i l e t h e c l a i ms i n t h e f i r s t
p lace . So i t wa s mo n e y w e l l i nv e s t e d . And I u se t h e t e r m
invested . And from the survey that Senator Connealy gave out,

b ased o n t he i n f o r ma t i o n t ha t ca me b a c k f r o m t he bu s i ne ss e s
themselves, they too felt that it was a good program; they too
felt that it met the i r nee ds . They didn't see it as heavy
h anded . Th ey s aw i t a s a c oo p e r a t i v e k i n d o f p a r t n e r sh i p .
Didn' t, as I understand, at least, from what I' ve heard, have a
real problem with the program. So when we don't have a p r o blem
with the program, w hen it can help cut costs on the insurance
premiums, when it helps to prevent injuries to th e wor kers by
c rea t i n g a sa f e r en v i r o nm e n t , i t se e ms t o b e s om e th i ng t h a t
we' re trying to move more into. And then to suddenly h ave the
employees pu l l ed out o f t hese j ob s, t he i nsp e c t i o n s s u dden l y
s top , I t o o wa s sh o ck e d , be c a u se t h i s i s n o t wha t my
understand in g wa s . Al l a l on g, t he go a l w a s t h a t w e w o u l d s t a r t
t he p r o g r a m , w e w o u l d u se t he i n i t i a l f u n d i ng t o g e t i t u p a nd
running , and t hen i t wou l d be sel f - su s t a i n i n g , t h e n i t wou l d
carry itself after that. A l ofty goal. A g ood idea. A nd then
sudden ly , a s we ' r e wo r k i ng o n i t , we f i n d o u t , t h e wor k e r s a r e
no lo n g e r g o i n g t o b e d o i ng t h e i n sp e c t i o n s , t h e . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR PREI S T ER : ...workers are no longer in the p rogram.
Effectively, the p rogram no longer exists. And all of setting
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