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passed around a c op y o f a n i ns p e c t i o n. . . I m e an , a po l l w~ d i d ,
and gave results. And you see that even the businesses that
w ere i n s pec ted b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e y h a d g ood q u a l i t y i nf or m a t io n ,
and t he y we r e j u s t ma i n l y co u n t i n g lo we r o n t h e co s t o f t h e
program to those companies. I 'd ask that you sup port ad ding
this insurance ta x so that we 'd be able to continue this, I
think , n e eded p r o g r am.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Sen a t o r Co n n e a l y . You ' ve he a r d
t he o p e n i n g o n A M 1 0 93 , o f f e r ed by Se n a t o r Co n n e a l y t o t h e AM 0 9 2 6
t o L B 2 10 . Op e n f o r d i s cu s s i o n o n t h a t Co n n e a l y a m e ndment .
Anybody w i sh i n g t o s p e a k? Se n a t o r Pr e i s t e r , o n t h e Co n ne a l y
amendment .

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. Senator Connealy,
c ould I a s k y o u a q u e s t i o n o r t w o , p l ea s e ?

SENATOR CONNEALY: Ye s .

SENATOR PREISTER: Senator Connealy, this was kind of a surprise
to me. Actually, it was a shock, that these safety inspectors,
that this work program was going to be eliminated. W ere you
caught off guard? Was this a surprise to you?

SENATOR CONNEALY: I was. Over the last two years, the Business
and Labor Committee, which you serve on, have been working w ith
the Department of Labor to try to make sure that what we saw as
a problem in funding of this program was corrected. We were
t ol d i n i n t er i m s t udi e s , i n t he r egu l at i o n a n d t h e r ul e s a n d
regulations hearings, and in other venues, that th e fe es were
going to support this program. And then we heard, after bill
i nt r oduc t i o n , a n d a t a l at e hou r , t hat t he D e p a r t ment o f Labo r
was ou t of mone y , t hat t hey w e r e u n a b l e t o sus t a i n t h i s , and
that the inspections were going to cease and that the inspectors
were going to be terminated, or moved to some other area of the
D epartment o f L ab o r . I wa s sh oc k e d . An d I t h i n k t h a t . . . I d o n ' t
know w h e th e r i t ' s a qu e s t i o n o f mi sm a n a gement , b u t I t h i nk t h a t
we need to keep this needed program.

SENATOR PREISTER: And Senator Connealy, I believe you mentioned
in your opening there were a number of safety inspections, 560?
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