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for them. Beca use in my op inion, t h ere are som e w in -win
s ituations her e . But it take s work and it takes som e
development . I f you l ook a t t h i s pr ob l em t hat we have , you
know, y ou can . . .there are several ways of approaching it. You
can say, dump it on the people who are the poorest in the w hole
sector, just dump it o n t h e l aborers, no workers' comp, no
minimum wage , n o u n e m p l o yment i n su r a n c e , n o t h i ng t h a t p e r t a i n s
t o t he p r o t e c t i on o f wor ke r s e v e r y w h e r e , j u s t l e t t h em b e ar t he
burden of it, because the employers can't afford it, arguably.
And t h a t ' s k i n d o f t h e so l u t i on we ' r e a d o p t i n g he r e . An o t h e r
solu t i o n w o u ld b e t o f u nd t h e se o ut o f Gene r a l Fu n ds . An d t h a t
would be a so lution I would propose to you today if we weren' t
in such dire circumstances. But we don't have a couple million
dollars of Gen eral F u nds . But t hat would be a solution that
says, we can' t, as we do in usual cases, put this on the sector
o f a g r i cu l t u r e a s we wo u l d p ut i t o n a n y o t h e r b u s i n e s s se c t o r ,
r egard less o f i t s pr o f i t ab i l i t y . We can ' t do t ha t i f we ' r e
g oing t o make t he pol i cy dec i s i o n t h a t agr i cu l t u r e ca n ' t bea r
t hat b ur de n . Bu t i f y ou do n ' t wan t t he emp l o y e e , w h o c an l e a s t
stand the burden, to bear the burden, then you have to come back
and put the burden on society generally, or perhaps on industry
generally. Besides general funding, another solution would be
to simply assess all insurance companies that pay workers' comp
benef i t s a n ex t r a o n e pe r ce n t , a n d p u t t h a t i n t o a f un d wh i ch
paid or supplemented or provided...there are a whole number of
ways you can work a t t hi s . . . t h a t p r ov i d e d t h a t sor t of ba s i c ,
f undamenta l Ame r i c an co ve r a ge t h a t a l l o t h e r wo r k e r s h av e , t o
the ag worker. We can do that, and we should d o tha t, if we
make the de c ision t hat t he ind ustry it self ca n't bear the
burden. I t i s j u st a sha me, i n m y o p in i o n , t h at t he sol ut i on t o
this problem is to make the poorest people in society b e ar the
burden, wh i c h I t hi nk i s wh a t w e ' r e d o i n g . The pu r p os e o f t he
law was, first of all, to protect the workers. But the pu rpose
of the l aw is a lso to protect the taxpayer. If somebody goes
out in a farm situation...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . .and is permanently disabled s o that the y
can' t wor k , who p a y s fo r th a t ? Wh o p a y s fo r t h a t n ow? The
taxpayer does. They go on Medicaid, they' re taken care o f by
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