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think t he f ocus i s i mp o r t a n t t o be on t he i nj ur e d wo r k e r . And
in this case, perhaps he was doing something he didn' t
necessarily need to do, but in the interest of time, when he was
pushed, he did what he thought was important t o do , go t the
c at t l e . . .g o t t h e co w r o p ed a nd g ot i t mo v ed a nd g o t i t wh e r e i t
n eeded t o b e . An d a p p a r e n t l y . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR PREISTER: . ..he's able to continue doi»~ the work t h at
he wante d t o d o o u t s i d e o f t h e j ob . T he o n l y ot h e r qu e st i o n i s ,
was there time o ff whe n he couldn't work as a result of that
thumb be i n g h ea l e d? And w as h e p a i d f o r t ha t ? Wa s th e r e s ome
disab i l i t y i n su r an c e or s ome co m pensa t i o n t h r o ug h t h e i n su r a n ce
pol i c y ? Or wa s h e j u s t ou t o f t ha t mo ne y du r i n g t h a t i n t e r i m o f
heal i n g ' ?

SPEAKER BRONM: He was paid by the employer until he said he
wasn't going to com e back to work, and then not paid anymore.
He was . . .he did also get on disability, as I understand it. T he
weeks of work that he actually...for the stat utory pe r iod o f
time, the em p loyer has to pay the weekly wage under the Work
Comp Act in this case. So that' s.. .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR PREISTER: Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. Senator B romm,
followed by Senator Preister.

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Preister, do you care for any more time,
t ha t I t o ok a l on g t i me t o an sw e r t h a t ? Th an k yo u . I wan t t o
follow up a little bit on S enator Beutler's question about
worker s b e i n g i nv o l ve d i n t h e f r amew o r k o f t h e p r ov i s i on s o f
t hi s b i l l . An d t he c om m i t t e e co u n s e l , a s we l l a s my se l f a nd my
staff, I th i nk, sp ent a c o nsiderable amount of time with the
administrator of the Workers' Compensation Court. The Wor kers'
Compensation Court, I believe it's fair to say, starts from the
p remise that all workers should be covered. And I thin k the y
would say t ha t , an d I t h i n k t ha t ' s a f a i r s t a t e m e n t . So i n o u r

3418


