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just adds to the cos t of operation for a sector that has run
into this problem in a big way. Years ago, we didn't have to
spend $25,000 for workmen's compensation premiums. I h ave t he
P latt e V a l l e y L i ve st o c k Auct i on b a r n i n G e r i n g n ow . Th e y h a v e
t o go ou t i nt o t he p o o l i n or d e r t o b u y t he i r wo r k men' s c omp f o r
three employees. He figures it's going to be a $ 25,00 0 co s t ,
and yet he still has health insurance and other benefits for his
employees. Bu t nonetheless, workmen's comp is still a required
evil, I guess you might say, for one thing, for hi s emp loyees.
I t d o e sn ' t a l wa y s p a y o f f a l l t h a t we l l . Th i s i s a l l
agr i c u l t u r e wor k , ca t t l e wor k . Whe n h e t o l d me t h a t t h e p r i c e
o f h i s wo r k m e n ' s co m pens a t i on w a s g o i ng t o g o u p , I t o l d h i m, I
s uppose t h e n t h e co s t o f me se l l i ng c a t t l e t o h i s e st ab l i sh m e n t
was going to go up . And he agreed completely. So i t' s
something that, it's passed right on down through th e eco nomy.
I think th e less restrictive we get on some of these numbers,
the better off we are. I think ther e. . .we ca n p r ob a b l y pu t
s omething alo ng the line that thes e people co uld hav e
a l t e r n a t i v e wa y s o f ge t t i n g t h e i r i n su r a n c e f o r t h e i r p eo p l e .
And I do n ' t t h i n k a d d i n g mor e ame n dments t o wh a t we al r e a d y h av e
i s t h e a n s we r . I wan t t o t h a nk Se na t o r Br omm f o r b r i n g i ng t h i s
u p, a n d o ve r h a u l i ng i t t o t he po i n t i t h a s . I t h i nk I ' l l v o t e
for the measure the way it is . But I haven 't seen any
amendments t h at I ' m co m fo r t ab l e wi t h . Th a n k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Louden. Senator Preister,
on the Beutler amendment to AM0926.

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. If I cou ld ask
Senator Bromm a question, please?

SENATOR CUDABACK: S enator Bromm, would you yield to a question
from Senator Preister'?

SPEAKER BROMM: Y es .

SENATOR PREISTER: Sena tor Bromm, I'm not sure you can even
answer this . Bu t we ' ve talked about the requirements of law.
And t he on e t h i n g t h a t I d o n ' t re me mb e r h e a r i n g i n
committee. . .and I d o n ' t kn o w i f y ou e v en k n ow . . .a n d t h a t ' s , wh a t
happened to the cattle worker and...after he was injured'? Was
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