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in a prior case, indicating that the law that we currently have,
t o t he e f f e c t t h a t f a r m a n d r an c h l ab o r i s n o t a ha za r d o u s
o ccupat i o n , i s , h e sa y s , p a t en t l y s i l l y . So t h a t i s t he ba s i c
p rob l em . An d I t h i n k i n my n ex t t i me a r ou n d I wa n t t o g o b a ck
a nd talk about the reasons for the workers' c ompensation l aw .
Because we need to figure out a way that they can be covered and
a w a y t h a t i t c an b e d o ne t h a t i s no t t o o bu r d e n s ome o n t he
employers in the ag community. There does have to be a b a lance
reached. Th is amen dment t hat I ' ve filed is for purposes of
d ef i n i n g t h e d i s cu s s i o n . I wi l l wi t h d r aw i t . Bu t I h op e t h a t
you wil l l i s t e n t o t h e d i s cu ss i o n f r om t h i s p o i n t o n , an d t h i n k
about t h e wo r d s i n t h e am e n dment , a nd t h i n k a b o ut t h e d i r e c t i o n
o f t he ame nd ment . Be c a u se I t h i n k i t ' s v e r y o v e r - d r a w n , a nd
a lmost as lacking in clarity as the court's decisions. One of
t he t h i ng s . . .there are t wo ways o f deve loping law . And
basically, what Senator Bromm is saying is that he doesn't want
t o r ~ l y up o n t h e d ev e l o p ment o f l a w b y t h e co u r t s .

SENATOR CUDABACK : One min u t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: In a whole large number of cases, that's what
we do . Ou r wh o l e l aw wi t h r eg a r d t o v eh i cu l a r a c c i de n t s , f o r
example. And the who l e law of tort , who ' s liable i n a
particular situation, where there are a number of situations out
t here, is a history o f court interpretation o ver tim e tha t
b ecomes a co n s t r u c t o f l aw . An d t h a t ' s wha t we f o l l o w i n t h a t
particular area. And the court law that we' re looking at today
is another a rea where it's in the process of development. We
c ould l e t i t d ev e l op f u r t h e r . I t wo u l d b e co me mo r e ex p l i c i t
over time, an d mor e de f ined, as the cases came down. The
p rob le m w i t h t h a t who l e w a y o f de v e l o p i ng t h e l aw i s t h a t i t ' s
somewhat haphazard, i n the sen se that the cases out there in
soci e t y h a ve t o . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : T i me .

SENATOR BEUTLER : . . .actually develop. And the case that
d evelop s ma y no t b e ex a c t l y t h e on e t ha t y o u wa nt t o h ea r , o r
that we develop the law at this particular point in time.

S ENATOR CUDABACK : Than k y ou , Senator Beutler . (Docto r o f t h e
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