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step up to the plate on this issue. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bromm, for that review.
W e will now continue discussion on AM1113 to AM0926 t o LB 2 1 0 .
C ont i nu e wi t h d i sc u s s i o n . Se n a t o r Be u t l e r , o n y o u r am e n dment .
(Legislative Journal page 1128.)

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L egislature,
I t h i nk , ge ne r a l l y s pe a k i ng , wh a t i s mo st ob j e c t i o nab l e a b ou t
this particular bill is the fact that i t take s a cou r t-drawn
line, albeit, at this phase, somewhat less than perfectly clear,
and one, it substitutes statutory rules, which in my opinion are
even l e s s c l e a r , one ; an d t wo , wor s e , a s a ma t t e r o f pu b l i c
p ol i cy , t h e y b a s i c a l l y p ut i nt o a p l ace a po l i c y t hat sa y s even
t he v e r y l a r g e s t h og op e r a t i on s , c a t t l e o p e r a t i o n s , t h o se w h o
have a large number o f emp loyees, 10, 15, 20 , tha t tho se
operations too will not be required to cover their workers with
workers' comp policies. And these are the policies that protect
workers, of course, against huge medical expenses, and protect
worker s i f t h ey h ap p e n t o h a ve so m e k i n d o f p e r m a n en t d i sab i l i t y
and they' re not able to work and support their families anymore.
So t h e c ou r t r u l e , ev e n t ho u g h i t l a ck e d t h e a d v an t a g e o f b e i ng
p erfectly clear, at least drew a line and recognized that when
opera t i o n s g ot b i g , t ha t t he y we r e n o l o ng e r t h e o l d f ami l y f a r m
i dea, and tha t they' re really a busi ness like a ny o th er
business. And every business in this state, regardless of size,
is currently required to protect their workers with that basic,
f undamenta l p i e ce o f Ame r i ca n p r o t e c t i o n t h a t we g i ve a l l
w orkers, workers' compensation. All businesses, regardless o f
size, except a g riculture. So it s eems to me that i=. what we
want to do today with this bill is to draw a bright line of some
sort, then thxs bill is badly in need of amendment, because it
d oes no t p r ov i d e t h a t b r i g h t l i n e . An d we can g e t i n . . .we wi l l
get into the r'etails of exactly how this bill functions, because
we al l ne ed t o u nd e r s t a n d i t . An d I p r o b ab l y n e e d t o u nd e r s t a n d
i t b et t e r . Bu t I k n ow , j u s t f r om r e a d i n g i t , t h a t i t ' s g o i ng t o
i nvo l v e l i t i g a t i on a n d a who l e l a r g e nu m be r o f qu e st i o n s t h a t ,
again, would have to be resolved by the courts before you could
effectually use this set of rules as a guiding principle. So it
doesn't serve the purpose of clarifying. And to the extent that
it does clarify, it draws the line so far in th e d irection of
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