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i n g oo d f a i t h co v e r i n g t h em w i t h he a l t h i n su r a nc e , j u s t l i k e t he
case that w as in the Sup reme Co urt, where the employer was
cover i n g t h e em p lo y e e w i t h h ea l t h i n su r a n c e , a nd u nb e k n owns t t o
you, you have an accident, health insurance company says, oh, if
you' re covered by work comp, we don't pay, so guess what, it
comes out of the farmer-rancher's pocket. Now, if you' re going
t o d o t ha t , y ou b e t t e r h av e a l o t o f wa r n i ng t o t he i n du s t r y ,
not only to the agricultural industry, bu t the ins urance
industry. Becaus e it wou ld be a radical departure in policy
t hat has been our policy for well over 100 years. It at leas t
meri t s a b i l l a nd a p ub l i c h e a r i ng , i f we ' r e g o i n g t o d o t ha t .
And so I r i se i n s t r o ng op p o s i t i o n . I d o n ' t n e ce s s a r i l y t a k e
issue with ev erything t hat Senator Beutler pointed out in the
University of Nebraska Extension specialist's article. But the
practicality o f tha t article is.. .leaves a lot of questions to
be answered Yes , in an ideal world, I would co ver ev erybody
wit h wo r ke r s ' c om p e n s a ti o n . An d I wo u l d d o i t y e s t e r da y . Bu t
that is not the case. We' re not talking about an i deal world.
We' ve g o t a l o t o f sma l l f ami l y op e r a t i o n s t h a t , i n o r d e r t o
supplement their income and try to keep the business afloat, are
either doing some custom farming or they' re doing some custom
f eeding t o supp l e ment t h e i r i nco me . Now, i f t hat i s goi ng t o
trigger a workers' compensation requirement, we need to h ave
them know when and where that happens. We have a problem out
there, and it is. . . i t w i l l co m e u p t o bi t e peop l e when t hey
l eas t e x pe ct i t . And I t h i n k we h av e a d u t y a nd a n ob l i g a t i o n
t o e s t a bl i sh t he l i n e t h a t yo u ca n r e l y u p o n , wh e r e y o u sa y ,
yes, I do need workers' compensation, here's what it costs, and
I'm going to have to have it, and by the w ay , because o f t h e
cost, I may not be ab le to als o purchase health insurance
coverage. Now, that may be something that you have to cover for
yourself. Or it may be that if they can't afford that, it may
be that we' ll have some people who once again may come to our
Health and Human Services System that we have in this s t ate to
get their medical care paid for. So those are actions. And
this amendment would create a chain reaction that I don't think
Senator Beutler c o uld even tell us what the end result of that
would b e . I f we ' re g o i n g t o d o t h a t , i t n ee d s t o b e do n e
d el i b e r a t e l y , i n a t h ou g h t f u l wa y , a n d i t n e e d s t o b e do n e wi t h
a bill and a hearing, and over a course of time. So I str ongly
o ppose t h e a m e n dment. I d on ' t f au l t t h e i n t en t i o n s o f Se n a t o r
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