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SENATOR BEUTLER: .. .dangerous occupation. There is no factual
basis for the farm and ranc h labor wor ker co mpensation
exempt i o n , a nd i t s ho u l d b e r ep e a l e d . I t sh o u l d b e r ~.p e a l e d .
That's what th i s amendment does. Wh ile closing the loophole
might raise insurance costs for some agr ultural operations, it
would a l so p r o v i d e an i mp o r t a nt m e a s u r e o f f i n a n c i a l p r o t e c t i on
t o wo r ke r s wh o a r e o b v i ou s l y i n n e ed o f i t . No t on l y wo u l d
i t . . . I wo u l d a d d , n o t on l y wo u l d i t a d d f i n an c i a l p r o t ec t i o n t o
workers, but by virtue of being under workers' compensation, it
also adds financial p rotection t o the emp loyer, b ecause h e
cannot be sue d for any and all damages. The only damages that
you pay are those covered by your insurance, which are lim ited
a s t o n a t u r e an d s c op e . Tha t ' s p a r t o f t h e t r ad e - o f f i n
workers ' c o mpensat i on . You g e t t he p r ot e c t i on . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . .o f l i mi t s , an d o t he r p r o c ed u r a l ma t t e r s .
A nd I ' l l go on a b ou t t ha t . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. You' ve heard the
openin g o n AM1 1 13 , w hi ch i s t o t h e Bu s i n e s s a nd L ab o r C o mmi t t ee
amendment, AN0926. Open for discussion. Senator Bromm.

SPEAKER BRONN : I rise , Nr . President, to oppo se Senator
Beutler's amendment. As I interpret the amendment, it strikes
cc'.iple t e l y t he ag r i cu l t u r a l e xem p t i o n . An d t h a t wou l d b e g o i ng
much, m uc h f ur t her t han m os t o f t he s t at e s a r o und us , o r t hat
are similarly situated with the kind of a g ricultural operation
that we have in this state. I certainly wouldn't fault Senator
Beutler for bringing a bill to do this. But we worked o n this
b i l l f o r t wo y e a r s . An d i t ' s b e en ou t t he r e , t h e sub j e c t h a s
b een ou t t h e r e . We ' v e wo r k e d wi t h d e f i n i t i o n s , we ' ve wo r k ed
with a number of d ifferent people. And I a ppreciate the
discussion and the thought process. But I would say that it's a
r adi ca l d e p a r t u r e f r o m t h e wo r k p r o du c t t h a t we ' v e g ot b e f o r e u s
now. And if you' re going to repeal the ag ricultural exemption
altogether, you bet ter know what the insurance market and cost
i s ou t t h e r e , a nd wh a t i t ' s g o i ng t o do t o t he ag r i cu l t u r a l
economy in this state. Because if you' re out there at risk with
one employee, and that employee has an accident, and you may be
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