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a bill in here, and the bill that's in front of you right now,
if I'm reading it correctly, would allow the biggest hog
operation in this state, even though they might employ 15 or 20
people, not to pay workers' compensation...not to cover their
workers with workers' compensation, so long as they own all of
the hogs they' re processing. If that's a correct reading of the
bill, and I think that it is, this is a vast, vast expansion of
the exemption...of the current exemption with respect to
workers' compensation that's in the law right now. And I think
that's the wrong direction to go. And the dire ction th at we
should be going in i s to co ver all of these workers. I t
shouldn't matter, as a matter of basic fairness, whether you
live in the country or whether you live in the city, with regard
t o t he soc i al pol i cy we ' v e had i n t h i s st a t e of pr ot ec t i ng
workers with workers' compensation. And one of the ironies of
this situation i s that wo r kers who are in the most hazardous
industry in this state, which is farming and ranching, are the
ones who are not covered. Isn't that somewhat ironic? The ones
who need the coverage most are the ones who are not covered. I
passed out to you a Cooperative Extension piece, which actually
gives a very good summary of the recent court case and change in
the law which is easy to read, for anybody that wants just to
read a couple of pages and understand what's going on. But it
starts out with this notation. A gricultural workers comprise
6.6 percent of the Nebraska workforce. Yet 33 percent of the
Nebraska workplace fatalities over the latest time period
measured, were agriculturally related. ~ hat means th at
agricultural w ork-related f atalities were 50 0 percent of
agriculture's proportionate share, as comparing the number of
workers there with the number of workers in other industries.
Obviously, agriculture is a hazardous activity. It used to say
in the workers' compensation law...and I think this bill strikes
it...but i t used t o s a y a griculture is not a hazardous
occupation. And one of the Supreme Court judges commented, even
along...many years ago already, that that was one of the serious
notations that ever appeared in a statute, on e of the most
erroneous, silliest n otations t hat ever appeared, because the
agricultural industry is hazardous. This piece goes on to point
out a number of things. It s a ys, the rationale fo r the 1913
farm labor exe mption m ay hav e bee n that most farm labor was
p rovided by family members in those days. So it wasn't such a
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