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ASSISTANT CLERK: 2 8 a y e s , 0 na y s o n t h e a d op t i o n o f Se na t o r
Baker's amendment, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: The m otion was successful. Mr . Clerk, next
a mendment t o t h e co m m i t t ee a m e ndment s .

ASSISTANT CLERK: Mr . President, Senator Beutler would move to
a mend w i t h A M 1 1 13 . ( Le g i s l a t i v e Jo u r n al p ag e 11 2 8 . )

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Beutler, to open on your amendment,
AM1113, to the committee amendments.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
for the goo d of the sta te of Nebraska and the good of rural
Nebraska , I t h i n k we sh o u l d t a ke a v e r y d i f f e r e n t v i ew o f t h i s
matter. Wh at th is amendment does is to cut out substantially
more farm workers from receiving wo r kers' compensation, which
m eans some of the .. .an ad d i t i o n a l nu m be r o f t h e p o o r e s t p eo p l e
in our society are no t g oing to be prot ected w hen they' re
i n j u r e d o n t he j ob . Th a t ' s t h e b o t t om l i ne o f wha t we ' r e d o i ng
here. And this is the only business in the state t hat is not
requ i r e d t o p r o t e c t t he i r wor k e r s . So wh a t t h i s ame n d ment w o u l d
do would be to basically include farm workers and laborers under
t he wo r k e r s ' c omp e n s a t i o n l aw . L e t ' s go b ac k a n d t a l k ab o u t
what the law is right now. R ight now, we' re operating under old
1912, 1915 language that says that farm workers and laborers are
exempted from workers' c ompensation. Over deca d e s of
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , t he co u r t s h av e l o ok e d at t h a t l an gu a g e , a n d
t hey ' ve c o me ou t wi t h a se r i e s o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ov e r t h e
y ears . An d I t h i nk t ha t t h e l i ne t h e y ' v e t r i e d t o d r aw ,
o vers i m p l i f y i ng s om e what , i s , wha t wa s a f ami l y f a r m i n t h e da y s
o f 1 9 1 2 w he n t h i s wa s p a ss e d , a nd w ha t ' s t h e d i f f e r e n ce b e t we e n
a farm a nd a co mmercial operation? In other words, when does
that family farm become truly a comm ercial ope ration a nd it
should be tre ated like a c ommercial operation? And they' ve
recently come down with a decision that many people didn't like,
which basically s aid th a t a feed lot oper ation that was
making . . . t ha t h a d g r o s s r ev e n u e s o f $ 5 mi l l i o n a y e a r , u nd e r t h e
circumstances of their operation, were commercial, and they had
t o pa y t h e p e op l e t h a t . . . they ha d t o c o v e r t h e pe op l e t h a t
worked for them with workers' compensation. And so now there' s
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