
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF TH E L E G ISLATURE
Transc r i b e r ' s Of f i c e

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 72 4Apri l I , 2 00 3

SENATOR JENSEN: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Vrtiska. Senator Jones,
followed by Senator Synowiecki.

SENATOR JONES: Nr . President, members of the body, I need to
ask Senator Jensen a question too,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r J e n se n , wou l d yo u . . . ?

SENATOR JONES : . . .along the same line.

SENATOR JENSEN: Ye s . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR J ON ES : Yes. I ' ve h ad t a l k s wi t h my c o u nt y
c ommiss i o n e r s , a nd t h ey ' r e t a l k i ng a b o u t t h e . . . we ' r e t a l k i n g
about O' Neill office b e ing c l osed now . H as something been
worked out there? I understand that...is it possible, if you go
t o No r f o l k wi t h a l o t o f my a r e a , i s i t p o s s i b l e t o ha v e a
s ate l l i t e o f f i c e o f ~om e k i n d i n O ' N e i l l t h a t wo u l d b e h a l f way ,
o r somet h i n g ? Hav e y o u t a l k e d a b o u t t h a t ?

SENATOR JENSEN: We ll, no, we haven't got into that specific. I
think O' Neill is an excellent location for some c ommunity-based
services , t h oug h , an d h o p e fu l l y t ha t we co u l d de v e l o p s o meth in g
there. They have done a wonderful job in that p a rticular a rea
w ith sub s t a nc e abu s e. I mi gh t eve n men t i o n a l s o t h a t t h r o u g h
this, we need to develop systems where we have d ua l di agnosis,
where we can take individuals who have mental illness and are
self-medicating themselves with alcohol and drugs. And so
that's a whole different type of treatment. And prior to this
time, we' ve either done one or we' ve done the other. We haven' t
j o i ne d t ho s e t wo . And t ha t i s v e r y i mp o r t a n t , a nd m a n y o f ou r
menta l he a l t h pr o v i d e r s a r e l oo k i n g a t t h a t , a nd c e r t a i n l y t h e
psychiatrists and psychologists feel that's an absolute need to
d evelo p t h a t . An d s o we ' r e . . .O ' N e i l l h a s g o t a f a c i l i t y u p
t here t h a t ' s do n e m e n ta l . . .or , s u b s t a nce abuse f o r ma n y yea r s .
I don't k now how we m ight work with them, but I think that' s
certainly an area that should be looked at.

SENATOR JONES: We ll, the reason I bring that up, i t 's a long
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