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further, as we will do in the next legislative session.

SENATOR RAIKES: Okay. I ' ll work on that. Thank you very much.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDNAN : Thank you , Nr . President, m e mbers o f the
Legislature. I rise for a couple of reasons. One, I would like
to rise and thank Senator Jensen for his efforts This is
probably, for a lot of us, not an area or an issue that came up
in our thought process as far as running for the Legislature.
But once we a rrived here, we found out pretty quickly that
t her e ' s a l o t o f t h i ng s t h a t n ee d t o b e l o o k ed a t . An d I t h i n k
the effort t hat Senator Jensen has undertaken, as well as the
o ther i n d i v i d u a l s , f oc u sed on t h i s ar e a , a r e i m p o r t a n t. Anot h e r
thing I'd like to say is that you generally look around to tr y
and find out who's doing things right, to tr y and get a
perspective of how things should go, and to ask some questions.
And Senator Smith has already alluded to this. B ut the project
that we have in the Panhandle, in Region I, of H omeward B ound,
i s som e th i n g t h a t I t h i n k i s a g r e a t e x am p l e , i f yo u wi l l , a s
f ar a s h ow t h e st a t e ca n p a r t n e r wi t h t he c omm u n i t i e s an d t he
regions that we do have , and, as Senator Johnson has pointed
o ut , t o p r ov i de t h e be s t ca r e f o r t he p a t i e n t p o s s i b l e . On e o f
t he t h i n g s t h a t we h av e se e n i n t he Pa nh a n d l e , ob v i ou s l y , b e i ng
a lot farther from Hastings and o t her areas tha n mos t othe r
parts of the state, is that's a big concern for being able to
g et t h o s e i nd i v i d u a l s b a ck i n t o so c i et y t o b e c ome p r od u c t i v e .
And the discussion that I believe is going to be centered around
LB 724 in the int erim is one that tries to mirror the best
possible services for those individuals. There's also the
opportunity for those law enforcement officials to avoid the
l ong t r i p s , t o t r y i n g t o h a v e p eo p l e c ov e r t he m i n o r d e r t o t a ke
t hat i n d i v i du al ma y b e f r om o n e o f t he c om mun i t i e s i n my d i st r i c t
or Senator Smith, Senator Louden, or other rural p a rts o f the
s ta te , t o Ha s t i ng s , i s a b i g co n ce r n o f t he i r s . An d i t ma k e s
more sense, both from their standpoint and the o v erall b enefit
of the patient, to be able to have those individuals taken care
of b y t he se r v i ce s t h a t t h e y c a n r e c og n i ze i n t h e i r c omm un i t i e s .
A nd I think that this is a step, a proactive step that w e have
seen in the Panhandle that hopefully will catch on through the
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