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SENATOR WEHRBEIN : Okay .

S ENATOR J EN S E N : . . . tha t w e c an d o t h i s . I t h i nk t ha t we h av e
some pr o v i d e r s o ut t he r e t h a t wo u l d b e wi l l i ng t o s t ep up a nd
s tart doing that. There's one other thing is part of this. We
i n t h i s st a t e h a ve n ot do n e a ny t h i ng l on g - r a ng e . An d we i n ma ny
cases have encouraged providers to build infrastructure, to hire
staff, and then two years later said, well, we' re not going to
do that an ymore. We must partner with providers on the long
range. And I think that's very, very important. A nd that ' s
cer t a i n l y t he di r e c t i o n t ha t I wa n t t o g o , so we d on ' t l e av e
p roviders hanging out there, because they are the ones that
we' re looking forward t o providing this. The time frame just
depends on how quickly w e can brin g up the comm unity-based
s ervices before w e ever do anything to eliminate any beds. W e
need to expand some beds, not reduce them.

SENATOR W E HRBEI N: R i g h t . I a s s ume . . .this is, I thin k ,
someth i n g I ' v e h ea r d a b o u t s i n ce I ' v e c om e i n , ab o ut d o i n g t h i s .
But we hav en't g o tten there A nd so y ou' re putting a little
b urr u nd e r t he s ad d l e , i f y ou wi l l ?

S ENATOR JENSEN: That is right. And also, right now, there a r e
some. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR J EN S E N : . . .federal funds that are available to convert
f rom t he i n s t i t u t i on s o f t he p a st t o t h e c ommu n i t y - b a s e d
services. I hope we can also get some of those.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Good . I ' ve heard about...thank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK : Thank y ou , Senator Wehrbein . Senato r Ra ikes ,
followed by Senators Erdman and Vrtiska. Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Mr. President, members. I 'd like to
cont i n u e s o me q u e s t i o ns wi t h Se na t o r J e n se n , i f I c ou l d .

SENATOR CUDABACK : Sen a t o r J en s e n .
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