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SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you. And first of all, yes, the counties
did o p p os e t h e b i l l a t t he he a r i n g . Howe v e r , a t t h a t p a r t i cu l a r
t ime , I h ad t h a t we mi g ht c ha n g e t he s e r v i c e r e g i o n s . Ce r t a i n l y
they we re no t t o o p l ea s e d wi t h t h a t . T he y ' v e wo r k e d . . .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: And neither am I. (Laugh)

SENATOR JENSEN : (Laugh) Okay . T hey ' ve worked with these
areas, they know the people. And the regions have d~ne a good
job. And so in the amendment we took that out. We' re going to
keep t h e r e g i o n s a s t h e y a r e . An d t ha t ce r t a i n l y ma d e t h e
county much more happy. Yes, they' re still on the. . .when you
look at the committee statement, they still are in oppo sition.
But t h ey wa n t t o b ec o m e p a r t o f t h i s , an d t h e y wa nt t o wo r k o n
t he d e v e l o p ment o f t he p l a n . And I t h i nk t h a t we c an do t h a t .
The g ov e r n a n c e , we ' r e t a l k i n g ab o u t b r i ng i n g n o t o n l y . . . from
each c o u n t y , t h e r e i s a p e r so n t h a t s i t s o n t h i s r eg i o n a l b oa r d .
That's okay. But I think that we need to br in g in mayb e
psych i a t r i s t s , p sy c ho l og i s t s , ot he r he a l t h p r o v i d e r s wh o c a n
help w i t h t h e ex pe r t i s e o f t h a t b o a r d . As yo u kn o w, ma n y co u n t y
of f i c i a l s wh e n t he y ' r e e l e c t e d , ma n y o f t h em w o u ld l i k e t o se rv e
maybe on a t r an s po r t a t i on c om m i t t e e or ju d i c i a l or wh a t e v e r i t
i s . An d t he y sa i d , we l l , we ' re a s s i g n i n g yo u t o t he he a l t h
committee, and they say, oh no. And so . . .but b o y , we ' v e g o t
some t r em e n d ou s c ou n t y o f f i c i a l s wh i ch ha v e r e a l p a s s i on f o r
menta l he a l t h ac r o ss t h e s t a t e . I ' v e t a l k e d wi t h t he m, a n d I ' m
j us t s o p l e a se d wi t h t ha t . And we h av e i n Re g i o n 6 a l so , t h a t
have really studied that. We' re not going to change that. We
need tha t l oc a l co mmuni: y s u p por t a n d i nv e s t ment . And so I hope
we can con t i nu e t o d o t hat .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: W h a t do y o u fo r e s e e t h e n a s t he t i me l i n e , i f
you'd come in bac k next year? I assu me that... I mean, let' s
s ay. . . m a k i n g t h e a ssu mp t i o n w e ' l l p h a se o ut on e o r t wo o f t h e
regional centers. And maybe you don't want to...I don't want to
pin you down. But are y o u l ooking at, say, a three- to
fi ve -year , or . . . window? Or . . . ?

SENATOR JENSEN: Senator Wehrbein, I frankly h ope it's a two t o
t hree w i n d o w . . .
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