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y ou know, nex t y e a r ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Would you respond, Senator Jensen?

SENATOR J ENSEN: Ye s I wi l l . Th a nk y ou . An d t h a nk y o u fo r t h e
question, Senator Hartnett. Sarpy County is part of Region 6,
and t ha t wi l l n ot ch a ng e . T he y wi l l r ema i n p a r t o f Re g i o n 6 .
There is no question that here are two of the l argest c o unties
i n t h e st a t e . Howe v e r , a l l o f t h e i r p a t i e n t s h av e g o n e u p t o
Norfolk in the past, some 80 miles. A nd b y the way , they' ve
received very goo d tre atment up there, and that's been a very
good facility. Ho wever, we need to build s ome com munity-based
serv i c e s wi t h i n t h e c omm u n i t y o f Oma h a , Be l l ev u e , i n t h e
Douglas-Sarpy County area. And when we do that, like I said, we
can ge t a g r ea t e r ma t ch . We c a n g e t mu c h m o r e f o r t h e d o l l a r .
A long wi t h t h a t , we ha v e s o m e h o l e s i n o u r s y s t em . Be t we e n t h e
acute care and hospital to the lesser care, still probably in a
r es i d e n t i a l t yp e s e t t i ng , b u t t h e t y p e o f t h i n g wh e r e an
individual can visit with a psychiatrist once a d ay , later on
maybe once a week , b u t . . .and many t i m e s t h en go t o a n ou t p a t i en t
type of care. And we don't have those. And so we have a system
that is kind of jerky. Yes, we can take care of the very acute,
which is, by the way, very, very expensive. And then we don' t
have the step-down. We don t have those wraparound services
t ha t we s h ou l d h a ve . An d I t h i n k t h a t we ca n d e v e l o p t h em .
Certainly in the Omaha area, and in S arpy County, we went
from...remember, we used to have the NPI, Nebraska Psychiatric
I nst i t u t e , o n t he c a mpus o f t he Me d Ce n t e r . We c l osed t hat
down. Then we cl osed St. Joe facility, which was down on
10th Street. Certainly, Paxton Manor, which was not a me ntal
health facility, but it had 50 percent of the patients with
mental health problems. And now, there goes Richard Young. And
why? B e cause t hey we re lo s i n g $ 3 m i l l i on a year . I don ' t b l ame
t hem fo r l e av i n g . I me t wi t h t he m l a s t De ce m b er, u r g ed t h em,
p leade d wi t h t he m, i f y o u ca n h a ng o n , p l e a se d o i t . Bu t t h ey
j us t c ou l d n ' t se e f i t t o d o t h a t , an d I u n de r st a n d t h a t . Bu t I
think if w e can develop community-based services closer to the
home of t h e i n d i v i d u a l whe r e t h ey ca n g e t t h a t su pp o r t a n d g e t
t he p r c pe r t r e a t me nt an d g e t i t qu i ck l y a l so . Yo u kn o w, t he
only way you can ge t in the regional ce nter is thr ough a
commitment p r o c e s s . Bu t y ou sh o u l d be a b l e t o g e t i n a
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