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whethe r i t ' s t h e me n t a l h ea l t h u n i t a t t he h e a l t h c a r e c en t e r ,
but related to Medicaid, relating to law enforcement, and most
importantly, how it relates to the p a tient an d the patient' s
fami ly . And on a pe r so na l n o t e , w ha t rea l l y g ot my ~ c t e n t i on
with this was, before I came to the Legislature, when a resident
o f we s t e r n Ne b r a sk a . . .was in Has tings in th is pa rti cular
s cenar i o . . .had been on the phone with his children, and had a
g reat co n v e r s a t i c i i , bu t t ha t f ami l y su p p o r t wa s n ' t t h e r e . An d
I 'm not placing the blame on anyone. But the fact chat he was
so far from his family, I believe that is what led to a suicide,
hours later, after that phone conversation. And it rea l ly go t
my a t t e n t i o n o f h ow i mp o r t a nt i t i s t o h a v e t h a t f a mi l y a nd
community support for these patients. And we know tha t the se
patients are a ll acr oss Ne braska. This is not unique to an
urban community or unique to a rural community. It's all across
Nebraska . An d t h i s ou t - o f - t h e - b o x t h i n k i n g , I wo u l d s ug g e s t , i s
a gcod way to address the problem, and also, w ith goo d com mon
sense, add ressing th e co s t issues a s well . Thank you ,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr . President, members of the body, I.. .as I
l i s t e n t o t he c omm e nt s r e l a t ed t o t h i s , I t h i nk t he s t e p we ' r e
going is the right way. Sena tor Jensen, yo u know , a s . . .have
dealt in Sarpy County, there is always.. and I t h i n k t h e y we n t
t o No r f o l k . .you know, I think there is always a dissatisfaction
with n o t b e i ng a b l e t o . . . ( l au g h ) t he y wo u l d b e k no c k i n g o n t he
door a nd t h ey wou l d n ' t be ab l e t o g e t i n an d s o f o r t h . Ho w d o
y ou en v i s i on . . . t h i s i s n o t . . . t h i s b i l l an d so f o r t h . . .how do you
e nvis i on , i n m y c o u n t y . . . you k n ow , T i p O ' N e i l l sa i d t h a t , y ou
k now, p o l i t i c s i s a l l l o ca l . ( La u g h ) An d I g u e s s t h a t ' s my
concern . How do y o u se e ou r c ou n t y , y o u k no w, wo r k i ng
wit h . . . y o u k no w, wi t h . . .I guess we could go south, you know, to
Cass County, or we could go, you know, north, to Douglas County.
So how do y o u s ee o ur a r e a wo r k i n g i n f o r t h i s me n t a l h ea l t h ?
Because I see that as one area that we need to take care of in
t he state. And I applaud y ou , I gu es s , w i t h sta rting th e
process. And so I guess I would ask you, how do you see my
county , o r . .as part of this whole process with the. . . you k n ow ,
l i ke , t h i s b i l l i s mo s t l y i n t e n t , b u t whe r e d o yo u se e i t go i ng ,
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