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t ha t ' s b e e n b r o k e n f o r a l on g t i me . An d I k i n d o f a p o l o g i ze f o r
g et t i n g u p h e r e . Bu t I d i d wa n t t o we i g h i n o n i t , t h a t . . .and
probably one of the quotes that is my favorite is one fro m Mo
Udall, who said, everything's been said but not everybody's said
i t y e t . So I wa n t ed t o j u s t t a ke a mom en t t o b e sup p o r t i v e o f
t hi s w o r k . I t ' s g o i ng t o b e d i f f i c u l t , a nd i t ' s g o i n g t o b e
hard, because it 's going to require a lot of change from a lot
o f p e o p l e . Bu t we wi l l e n d u p wi t h a b e t t e r sy s t e m. An d I
t h in k t h i s i s o ne o f t he b i g ge s t c o n t r i bu t i o n s a s a Le g i s l a t u r e
that we can make in the next two years. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Thompson. Senator S m ith,
on the committee amendments to LB 724.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I rise in
f avor o f LB 7 24 a nd t h e com mi t t e e a m e ndments. An d I do n ' t c l a i m
t o be a n e x p e r t on t h i s at a l l . Bu t I wa n t t o sh a r e wi t h y ou a n
experience that h as p er suaded me a great deal, in watching a
project take place in Nebraska, that, as Senator Johnson pointed
o ut , h as b e e n h . l p f u l t o p a t i en t s p r i ma r i l y . An d t he wi n - wi n
scenario is th a t it has saved money across the board. But let
me shar e w i t h y o u so m e c o mments t h at I ' l l sh a r e f r o m a l e t t e r
here I n an e f f o r t t o c o nt r o l t h e s t a t e c o s t s a s so c i a t e d wi t h
behavioral health services and the lengths of stay by c ommitted
patients, Region I, together with Regional West Medical Center,
have developed the Homeward Bound project. This project is a
p ositive, seam less solu tion, p roviding c o st-effective y e t
p at i e n t - e f f e c t i v e b eh a v i o r a l he a l t h c a r e i n we st e r n Neb r a s ka .
Through the Hom eward B o und p r ogram, we have seen the average
length of stay reduced from 55 days a t the H ast ings R e gional
Center to 28 .5 days at Reg io nal We s t Med ical Ce nter.
Post-commitment days have been reduced from 44 t o 2 . And in
just six mon ths, w e have seen 67 inappropriate EPCs diverted,
resulting in 536 saved hours for law enforcement. The sav ings
amount is remarkable. But the largest benefit of Homeward Bound
i s t ha t commi t t e d p a t i e n t s o f t h e Pa n h a n d l e no l o n g e r ha v e t o
t rave l o ut o f t h e i r co m mun i t y, a wa y f r om f ami l y a n d su p p o r t
systems, to receive the quality mental health care they deserve.
And t h i s p o i n t s o u t t h e f ac t t h a t i t ' s a wi n - wi n sc e na r i o , an d
perhaps a win-win-win scenario. When you look at the many
e nt i t i e s t h a t a r e i nv o l v ed , wh e t h e r i t ' s t he h e a l t h c a r e ce n t e r ,

3367


