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this tends to work? And wh at I'm particularly thinking of is
t he Panhand l e a r e a .

SENATOR J E NSEN : (Mi c r op h o n e m a l f u nc t i on ) We l l , y e s . Th a n k
y ou, S e n a t o r J o hn s o n .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r J e n se n .

SENATOR JENSEN: Ye s . A r e y o u o n n ow? Tha n k y ou . Ye s . Th a nk
y ou, S e n a t o r John s o n The Pan h and l e , actually, Region 1 , h a s
done a r ema r k ab l e j ob , i n c o l l ab o r a t i o n wi t h t h e e n t i r e
community. Out there, you know, you spend a lot of windsnield
t ime . An d so t h e y f o u nd t h a t t h e y c ou l d , u s i n g Reg i o n al We s t ,
the hospital ou t in Scot tsbluff, as the acute facility. But
t hey h av e e n l i s t e d a l l o f t h e comm u n it i e s a r o u nd t h e s y s t em .
They have reduced the cost. They have reduced tremendously the
number of patients that were at the Hastings facility. Axd they
have a system, as far as I'm concerned, that's to be mode led
a f t e r . Th e y ' v e d o n e j u s t a g r e a t j o b . An d t h ey ' v e do n e i t ,
saying , a g a i n , a s y o u s t a r t e d , l e t ' s d o wh a t ' s r i g h t f o r t he
pat i e n t . Th e p r o v i de r s , a l l o f t h o s e t ha t a r e wo r k i n g wi t h
services, we' ll all join in. But number one is the patient.
T hank y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Are you th r ough, Senator Johnson? Okay .
Senato r Tho m p s on , f o l l owe d b y Se na t o r s Smi t h , Ha r t ne t t ,
Wehrbein, Raikes, and Erdman. Senator Thompson on AM1031.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you very much, Mr. President, members
o f t h e bo d y . I j u s t r i se i n su p p o r t o f t h i s e f f o r t . I k n ow
that it may not look quite exactly ~s it's in the bill now. Bu t
that's what the process is for. Wh en I got reelected, I thought
about wh a t c ou l d b e a c co mp l i s h e d i n t he ne x t f o u r ye a r s t h a t
would b e m y h i gh e s t g o a l s . And I ' m re a l l y n o t o n t he c ommi t t ee
that can mak e this hap pen anymore, but this was one of them,
along with what we' re doing in community corrections. I th ink
there's some wo r k th a t needs to be done in higher education
f i n a n ce . I t h i n k t h e r e ' s a l i t t l e mo r e wo r k t h a t we c a n do t o
improve ou r j u ve n i l e j u st i ce sy st em , u n t i l we h av e r e v e nu e t o be
able t o g e t t o t h a t . Bu t t o me , t h i s i s o n e o f t h e h i g h e s t
priorities we should have for the next few years. It's a system
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