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spending an aw f u l l ot o f mo n ey , a n d we n eed t o g e t t he m os t f or
o ur b u c k . Bu t I j u s t wa n t t o go o n r e co r d t h a t , y o u k n o w, i t i s
g oing t o be a d i f f i cu l t s i t ua t i o n . An d I ho p e t h a t we h a ve so m e
of the n ew ser vices in place before anything drastic is done.
But I a l s o wa nt t o g o o n r e co r d t h a t we h av e i n p a t i e n t s e r v i ce s
available. And Senator Jensen, could I ask you a question or
t wo? No w , du r i ng t h i s s t u dy . . . y o u k n o w , t h i s h a s b e e n b e f o r e
the Health Committee. And I sit on the Health Committee. But
this is basically just going to be a study through the i n terim?
Or when is this going to be?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se na t o r Je n se n .

SENATOR J E NSEN : We l l , t h i s . ..thank you, Senator Cunningham.
This is more than a study. Th is sets ou t d irection. But
certa i n l y i t wou l d be my i n t ent and . . . ch a t u p o n p a s sage o f
LB 724, that we will begin several meetings w i th all of the
stakeholders, al l of the prov iders, the regions, the county
g overnance t h at we h av e . I v i s i t e d wi t h L a r r y Di x ou t i n t h e
l obby . He ' s p l ed ged t o m e an d I pl ed ged t o h i m f u l l coo p e r a t i o n
i n w o r k i n g t hr ou g h t he . . .a l l of t he count i es , a l l o f t he
communities. This will be a very diligent effort, not denly on
the committee's part, but the staff, and certainly myself also.
And then we will bring back next year to this L egislature w hat
those findings are. And then we will, I'm sure, spend a great
d eal o f t i me e n su r i ng t h a t t h i s i s t h e p r op e r w ay t o g o . Al so ,
by no means w i l l we c lose down one facility or anything else
u ntil we have facilities up and ready t o take car e of thos e
individuals that need the services.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: O ka y . And wi t h t h e c l o s i n g o f t h e Ri c ha r d
Y oung Center, and there's less and less services available. w e
need to ensure that we have the services available for inpatient
c are . An d y ou ' r e a l s o e nv i s i o n i n g t h a t o u t i n r u r a l Neb r a sk a
that there may be more services, as an exam ple, i n northeast
Nebraska, that I represent, possibly in some other communities?

SENATOR JENSEN: Th a t i s c e r t a i n l y t h e i n t en t . And I t h i nk t h a t
we can do tha t . I think that we can provide those services
c lose r t o t he i n d i v i du a l . Th a t i s ve r y imp o r t a n t . A f e w y e a r s
ago, before the Supreme Court, there was the Olmstead decision,
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