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community-based behavior health systems; and three, require that
a l l pub l i c f undi ng f o r beh a v i o r h e a l t h ca r e s ys t em, i n c l u d i n g
community-based funding, regional center funding, M edicaid
funding, be int egrated w ithin th e Neb raska Health and Human
Services System to provide for the most efficient and effective
transition of persons at the least costly and least restrictive
t rea t ment . The b i l l a l so " eq u i r e s t h e Ch a i r m a n o f t he He a l t h
and H uman Services c mmittee to prepare and introduce
l egi s l a t i on of amend ment s t o t he l eg i s l at i on of t he
Ninety - E i g ht h Legi s l at u r e t o i m p l e ment s uc h i nt e n t . Now o n t he
commit t e e a m endments. Comm i t t e e am e ndment A M 103 1 b e co me s t h e
bill. It re tains the legislative findings and definitions of
t he b i l l as i nt r od u c ed . I t add s a de f i ni t i on of t he Ment a l
H ealth Boa r d . The amen dment ad ds l eg i s l at i ve f i nd i n g s a n d
i n t en t wi t h r e sp e c t t o t h e me n t a l h e a l t h c ommi t m e n ts an d t h e
Nebraska Mental He alth Commitment Act. The amendment provides
l egi s l a t i v e i nt e n t t o , on e, l i m i t t he nu mber o f med i c a l heal t h
boards, and change provisions related to such boards; two,
p ermi t phys i c i a n s and psyc h o l o g i s ts t o i ni t i at e eme r ge n c y
protective c ustody pr ocedures; and three, to e ncourage
outpatient community -based co mmitment s and avo i d cos t l y ,
i nappropr i a t e i npat i ent comm i t ments , and f ac i l i t at e t he
transition of persons from regional centers to less restrictive,
c ommunity -based t r e a t ment . Al so , a l l a l t er nat i v es cons i s t e n t
with c l i ni cal nee d s o f su c h p e r s o ns . Fou r , i t wi l l c l ar i f y t he
authority and obligation of counties relating to the emergency
p rotec t i v e cus t o d y o f per s ons a f t e r co mmitment b y Menta l H e a l th
Board and prior to a dmission o r such per sons f or tre atment
pursuant to su ch comm itment. The c om mi t t e e amen d ment
s ubstitutes more generalized intent language, and a llows mo re
f l e x i b i l i t y t o t h e Ch a i r ma n . . .person of the Health and Human
Serv i c e s C ommi t t ee i n d r a f t i ng an d i mp l e m e n ti ng l eg i s l a t i o n
r el a t e d t o su c h i n t e n t . I wo u l d a s k f o r t he a do p t i o n o f t h e
amendment, and adv ancement of th is bill . Thank yo u ,
Mr. P r e s i de n t . I ' l l b e g l a d t o t a ke a ny qu e s t i o n s .

SPEAKER BROMM : Thank you, Senator Jensen. You ' ve heard the
opening on the committee amendments. Senator Byars.

S ENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise in favor of t he
commit t e e a me n d ment s a n d t h e b i l l . I t h i nk t he o ve r a l l b r e ad t h
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