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operations; two, reinvest r evenue from the reduc tion or
elimination of inpatient r egional c e nter services i nto a
s ta t e w i d e d ev e l o p m en t o f commu n i t y - b a s ed be ha v i or h e a l t h
systems; an d three, provide for more ac countable and
cost-effective utilization of professional staff at the regional
centers, consistent with the clinical needs of patients. W ith
respect t o co unty regional governance, the bill provides
legislative intent t o, on e, cha nge t he mem bership o f the
regional governing boards to include elected officials and
others who have a broad r.- age of interests and expertise in t he
provision of behavior health services in the region,...

SPEAKER BRONM: Time .

SENATOR JENSEN: Th a n k y o u .

SPEAKER BRON N: Thank you, Se nator Je nsen . Comm it tee
amendments. Senato r Jen sen, to open on the comm it tee
amendments . (AM1 0 3 1 , Le g i s l a t i ve J ou r n al p a ge 1 0 44 . )

SENATOR JENSEN: Than k you, Mr. President. I' ll continue with
this, and the comments on the committee amendments are not t h at
lengthy. With re sp ect to the regional governance system, the
bi l l pr o v i de s l e g i s l a t i v e i n t e n t t o ch a ng e t h a t memb e r s h i p o f
the regional governing boards to include elected officials as
well a s ot he r s wi t h exp e r t i se ; l i mi t and r ede f i n e du t i e s o f t he
r egiona l gove r n i n g boa rd w h i l e pr e s e r v i n g l oc a l con t r o l t o t he
greatest extent possible; three, eliminate the c ounty ma tching
funds required i n Sections 71-5009 and 71- 5027, and require
l ocal f u n d i n g f o r beha v i or heal t h ser v i ces pr ov i d e d i n t he
region based on the m aintenance of effort.. .maintenance o f
effort, or NOE, requirement established by the Depar tment of
Health and Human Services; and four, to restrict or prohibit the
r egiona l gove r n i n g boar d s f r om di r ec t l y pr ov i d i ng beha v i o r
health services in the region w ithout st ate ap proval. W ith
respect to the statewide administration and funding of behavior
health systems, the bill provides legislative intent to, one ,
reduce the ove rall growth of state expenditures for the system
and mi n i mi ze a c c e s s t o fe d e r a l l y Me d i ca i d f u n d i n g f o r
communi t y - b a s e d b e h av i o r he a l t h sy s t e m s; t wo , t o p r ov i de
additional support and guidance fo r sta tewide d e velopment of
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